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plary puniſhment. They invei 'ghed with vehemence againſt | 
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happened in conſequence of 1 Political Revolution, brought. © 
about by Mr. Haſtings near two years before; and 
laſtly, that theſe barbarities, as had fince been proved, 
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. 1 now: ae to 6 as you pans Accent FH 
Mr. Haſtings's Trial. I do not mean to detailall 1 
*the arguments adduced on both ſides; but meret 7 L 
to ſtate the tattire and ſubſtande of the Murgis; url 
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-to'ſhew the principal points upon which they turn: 3 
for, in general, che diſpete is not conderning facts f 
but the Names por Epithets which thoſę facts ouhꝑt 
to bear; that is, whether they are criminal or notta - 

: Neither ſhall I follow Mr. Burke through his bpenn xk 
days; and , deſtroyed its own force, 

by its vaſt length and - petplezity. It will be ſuffi- 5 

cient to ſay, that he: gave an account of the N 
- gion, Cuſtoms, and Manters of the Natives of 'In- ð 
| doſtan; that hf traced᷑ all the Revolutions of that 
8 5 firſt Mahomedan Invaſion of it, 0 

1786, when the Elle In © 
began to be of ſome wei tin the political ſcale o ß 
17 os RS | oY 3 


* 
4 
* 
8 
[ * 
my 
fo 3 * 1 
% ak. oy 
—— 1 4s, ere eg * 
2 1 F 2 
F 1 v8: Mb 


35 ' ELUCIDATION. OF THE $v37zer OP 


7 Arte ennrüruf his narrative, he inveighed much 
againſt the injuſtice of the Engliſh, and mentioned 
many things tending to throw diſcredit on Mr. 


Haſtings, whilſt very young in the Company's ſer- 


vice. But he ſaid, that he did not mean to ng 

any criminatory matter againſt the priſoner, which 

happened previous to the year 1772, the time of 
Mr. Haſtings's-fucceffion to the Chair at Bengal. 

I know it is the wiſh of you and many others, to 

z _ informed more particularly of the real ſtate of 

that ſtory, which was detailed by Mr. Burke, con- 


cerning Deby Sing. There is ſomething remacka - 15 


able in chis ſtory: though it is not made manen of 
charge, yet it has hurt the character of Mr. Haſ- 
tings in the eyes of all Europe, more than, all the 
Twenty Articles put together. Of this Mr. Haſ- 
tings com plains heavily, and not without good rea- 
ſon; for had it been a ſeparate article, or included 
in ſome other article, he might one day or other 
have had an opportunity of anfwering the accuſation, 
in the ſame public manner in which it was made; 
but as it ſtands, he has not, nor ever had the means 
of pleading to 1t, as he did to the written charges; 1 
therefore do not ſee how he can refute it. It is true, 
Mr. Burke did ſay, that he held himſelf reſpanſible 
for the truth of it, and bound to prove, by eyi- 


daence, all he aſſerted in his Introduction, as well as 


in the Charges or Articles themſelves. But I do 
not perceive at preſent any method of bringing tbe 
matter to Hue, unleſs another article were added 
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ku. uasti ness acute, * g 


to he preſetit nuflber, and that, perhaps, che c 1 


mons may not chuſe to do. 5 * aro | 
e Burke meant, by the relation of thaſe bor 5 
rid cruelties, to inflame the minds of t the Court and 


Audience againſt the Defendant, and thereby ren- 
der them more eaſy of belief to other criminating 


matter, knowing at the ſame time, that he could 
not be called upon to eſtabliſh the facts by evidence, 
he certainly acted unfairly. I muſt, however, in 


favour of Mr. Burke, obſerve, that had a diſpaſ- 


ſionate perſon read his Introductory Speech, inſtead 
of hearing it, or had he preſerved the whole in his 

memory, he would have had ſtrong doubts in his 
own mind, whether any of the facts, ſuppoſing 
them true, could in any ſhape reflect upon Mr. 
Haſtings. Mr. Burke, does not ſay, that Mr. Haſ- 


tings, either committed, or ordered any violence to 


5 be committed on the Natives; but he ſays, that 
Mr. Haſtings was the author of à meaſure which 


eventually occafioned all thoſe cruelties which he 


detailed in ſo affecting a manner in Weſtminſter 
Fall. But there is a wide difference between being 
unknowingly and unforeſeeingly che reniote cauſe, 
and being me 9 a MIRO: Tau ns an 
Ne 

But to give you a Gen 18 as; his) e 5 


will ſtare the ſubſtance of Mr. Burke's Speech, and 


Major Scott's Pamphlet in refutation of it.— The 
former ſays, that Mr. Haſtings having by accident 


| The Supreme Power in his own hands, changed the 
Bog, of e the Revenues of Ws with 
5 | ; : no 
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power. | 1 8 
Here you Pererixe in we firſt point 1 Point it at e-, | 
Haſtings d es this intention. But before I pro- | 


ceed fanber, I muſt explain the, nature of chat ſyl- 


dem which Mr. Haſtings ſer aſide 3 and alſo of that 
which he adopted in its room. 

From the year 1773, the revenues had been col. 
lected under the direction of Provincial Councils. 
To enable you to underſtand clearly what. i 1s meant 
by a Provinci Council, you may ſuppoſe the 8 

venues. of this Kingdom to be collected by a Board 
of: Officers, fixtioned in the different Counties, and 


ECC 


k. Of cheſe Provincial Councils chere were 72 
Their proceedings were tränſmitted to the Su- 
preme Council ab Bengal, which you may in this 


ak conſider ag the Treaſury: Board here in Eng * | 


43 " Here 10 ; will wy is) the, hems ban „ 


ie 1· is a e 1 Mould: now take notice, "that pre- = 
; vious to October 1774, the A ini. of n- 


gal conviſied of 2 Prefident and eleven Counſellors; 
Mr. Haſtings was Preſident, but could not always 
procure. a majority in Council, and copſequently of- 
den yielded to necefty cr Such appears to heve been 
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2 very unſettled Rate :\ | 
Xt: form ere eee unſettled with 
reſpect to the prevalence of party. The Council 
vf Ben like” all Political Bodies, were in gene- 1 : 
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> a be majority before 178 1 yet he held it . 
1 85 tenure, and could not venture at X 
But in the year laſt mention 1 4 

£7 ring the caſting vote in his own - 
perion (chere being only one member (Mr. Ns 
eee, wu gy mpg re living, and 5 

: lam in their fiend; 11 43 Lg” 16 mY FS N es . 

1 for ation, it i ak — 

: edged, that Mr. Francis condemned the Prov fetal 
Councils in a mimte e 5 
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T ubis is all the change which I can perceive ; for 
_ the old and the new Revenue Board were alike ſab- 
ject to the controul of the Supreme Council. Mr. 
Haſtings appointed Goonga Govind Sing, a native 
; "WW be Dewan, A e new Revenue enough 
1 happened how all G einen g þ EN Ga 
_ cil; that Deby Sing, the man of whom you have 
heard ſo much, was accepted by the Committee, 
as a Tenant for the province of Rungpore, at an 
advanced rent, for the term of two years. The ; 
\ firſt year things went on ſmoothly ; the rent was 
paid, and no complaint made; but towards the 
cloſe of the ſecond: an inſurrection broke out in 
RNungpore, occaſioned,” as Mr. Burke ſtated it} by 
thoſe abominable cruelties committed by Deby 
Sing and his agents, and which were detailed in 
 _ Weſtminſter Hall ſo much to the 8 0 of Mir. 
5 - Haſtings's chance 
'Hete « gen 0 pray at in ba 
of ever teader How is Mr. Haſtings anſwerable 
for che donduct of Deby Sing? Mr. Burke con. 
be tends,” that his OED: the ſyſtem of GO 
2 | wt TY 
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2 Nag e Ke all whe afts of E r Deby 8 
- doubly-reſponſible, if he knew him to be a bad 
: Fer at the time he was accepted Tenant to 
dee ie fiſt part of this aſſertion muſt 
Have b ne and 1 
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But to the ſecond; I ſuppaſe every perſon vill agree. 
If che alteration in the collection of Revenues was 
made to increaſe their amount, it was certainly a 
very laudable act, particularly at that period, when 
money was ſo much wanted for carrying on the War. 
And though the change of ſyſtem may have opened 
an inlet for Deby Sing and others, yet Mr. Haſtings 
muſt be conſidered as the very remote, and per. 
fectly innocent cauſe of whatever happened in con- 
ſequence of his admiſſion. „ by the bye, I do 
not ſee why Deby Sing might oe have been em- 
ployed in the collections under one of the Provin- 


; cCial Councils, as well as under the preſent Revenue 


Council; and the ſame things have happened. in 
- that way as 1n this. At any rate, it is abſurd to 


charge the author of any innovation with every con- 


. - ſequence that he could nat ar foreſee: at _ 

wee making? ts 1 . 
Mr. Burke's twig: Kooks een 
2 | 8 to Mr. Haſtings up to Lord North, as the 
"=: mier who apps or at him 00 the 
ö i Mr. Burke can eſtabliſh his. e h 
Mr. Haſtings changed the old ſyſtem with a vier 

of Samut his own power and emolumer 

let looſe. his bribe-brokers and plunderers (as he 
85 eee e Mr: Haſtings in cer: 
BH | tunly reprehenſihle in the higheſt degree. It would, 
be a much heavier charge againſt him, than all tho | 
5 . Twenty Articles thrown en e des Ale — 
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ble of chis, and nothing prevented his making it 
matter of charge, but the impaſſibility of proving 
the intention. Whoever attended to Mr. Burke in 
his opening Speech, and imputed any part of Deby 
Sing's gui t6 Mr. Haſtipgs, muſt bare given that 
Gentleman credit for the mative he impmed to Mg. 
Haſtings. I ſay imputed, becauſe Mr. Burke did 
not ſay he could prove that avarice and love of 
Power were enen but that-be could be 6 


, 


"6 
os 


HSE 4 Br: 


Haſtings; that in the capacity of ee had che = 
whole management of the Revenue buſineſs in his 
own. bande nod that the mans Commit- 


"md inns pee: bythe :nlluence of essen ie 
vita Sing ; and that Mr. Haſtings, through theme- 
dium of the latter, was GOP e ee 
mover of every thing. : 1 
e pang ich Mc. Burke in bis r 
4 to have overlooked, or, perhaps, not to have 
credited; I mean the evidence of Mr. AnDerSoN, 
"whe was one of: the eee mitte nd bf 
| DebySing got 525 Caſe ntment, . _ thin Geatle- : 
5 evidence eee ones Govind 
een anette 10 ee - ain Dan Sing, 


1 appear th hr th appoint of Deby Ay Sing 
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ged to the 
_ -pecommendatio nnd wilhey of 0 Ms e 89 4 
| 5 © Commintes above-mentioned. - 
. MW Thin brecks the chain of Me. r a 
5 c 7 you ſee he traces it link by link in rere gf 1 
Deby Sing was the agent of Govind Sing, and Go.. 
\ i wind Sing was the agent of Mr. ee oY 
: ll, Anderſon proves, that ſo far from Deby Si T1 
be agent of Goonga Govind Sing, he was put into „„ 
cantrary to the latter's inclination. If Mr. 
Borke adyertcd to this circumſtance, and did net 
5 | ſtate it, make no doubt but you will think ita = pak 
I - de 3 0. 


4 y eas 
e ate 2k 4 
e Be 


Ns OAT on 


N - 


7 * 

i EA N 2 - LY 
4 Scott, poth i in A: : 1 
1 * 4 | . 0 
4488 

DF. 

— 


ment, and in a pamphlet which he 
N Burke with 2 


: . e e matter e kim, be P 0 fx 3 
1 overlook ſome parts; and thence be led into erro- 


: _ © _ neous .conclufians.—But I paſs over this, as foreign ' '  _ Þ 
do my purpoſe: I am neither going to accuſe. naar 
a | | Vigdicate 25 nne, of. Ms, Burke; 2 I: Ton , " oo 
un affiſtant in that partment, to inquire into the 
Y 15 mk of them, He went into che province of „ 
195 due hers. he collected a vaſt bundle of 40 


% 5 | + - , Fay ; : F ; 


e dreadful ſtories you ha 
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1 bo zbeibarion oF rar wwelrer r 
heard of. This, you. are to obſerve, was an er 


purie examination; that is, Mr. Patterſon heard 
only one ſide ; and Deby Aae 11 eee 
3 denied the facts. 1 
The Committee of Revenue not e — 
epd of Mr. Patterſon ſufficiently authentic ta 
' ground a decifion upon them, the Supreme Council 
deputed three European Gentlemen in the Comps: | 
ny's ſervice, to inquire more minutely i into the facts 


alledged againſt Deby Sing. Theſe Commiſſioners. 


were ſworn in the ſtricteſt manner, to make a di li. 
= Juſt, and impartial inquiry... They argon 
to Rungpore, and Mr. Patterſon either went with | 
them, or followed them to that place. Great diſ. 
putes, naturally: productive of delay, aroſe hetween 
the Commiſſioners and Mr. Patterſon; and you will 
* think it ſtrange, when I tell you, that the Supreme 
Council, of which Lord Cornwallis is the head, did 
not come to a deciſion on this buſineſs till laſt No- 
annder, ana (her ny e nA 
DT; 
From inſpecting hs: n Bey) FTP report of. 


A the Commiſſioners, upon Which it is founded, it 


” ties, which ſo affected the auc 


appears perfectly clear, that thoſe abominable cruel- 
ience in Weſtminſter 


Fall, never happened; but Rill it is een den, 
| that great oppreſſions did take place. Lands frau- 
| dulently and violently purchaſed, were reſtored to 


10 


Feen 


their owners, „and large retributions 


the ſufferers. A native, named Hurtam, WIS — 


18 the ea Council to be more © cvighble than 


E. 
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# 1 o 


his principal, Deby Sing, but the latter was not 10 


Bere Hake leave of dis Ac, Lt make 


-rhis remark : Mr. Haſtingsꝰs conduct ſubſequent t. to 
_ theaccuſations brought againſt Deby Sing, ſeems to 
have been directly the reverſe of what one would 
naturally expect from a friend or patron. When he 
ſaw Mr. Patterſon's reports, he ſeems to have given 
more credit to them than any other perſon, for he 


cauſed Deby Sing's ſuſpenſion from office, under a 


. conviction that no fair inquiry could be made whilſt | 
- his power continued; making at the ſame time a 
1 e g if che ſuppoſed criminal was 


4. * . N * J 
4 * 


- eber minutes of Mr. Haſtings's upon. 
record, which ſhew his-diſlike and WR Oy 


- Wbg; and it is morally certain, that had Mr. Haſ- 


tings been any way implicated in the bulineſs, 1 
muſt, and would have ſettled it long before he left 
the Chair. was no want of time or 3 
had he thought it neceſſary to ſmother the truth. 


f you read wick attention What I have written i in 


This letter, it will im 
Win bein truth of the Latin adage, Nimium ne crede 
7. The caution is applicable to all colouring 
n Mr. Burke repreſented Mr. ene 
reports, collected in the manner I: have ſtated; as 
Andubitable trurbs. Had he not found chem on 
- the © Company” 8 records, he ſhould not have "Y 


5 ee them; but had he ſaid alſo, that thou 


are upon record , yet the authenticity of theſe 
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Fo Uhenees the 
ct is, chat the old Begum owed all ſhe had to the i- ji 
terference of Mr. Middleton; and the younger Be e. 
gum is indebted to the mediation and guaramee of 1 
eee detention of that property wick 
ſhe at leaſt ought to have divided, ar, in the opinion 
ol moſt people, to have given up all together. At A 

_ the ſame time that I think it was indecent in the Eng- 

liſh Government to interfere in their public capacity 
between the Nabob and his parents, yet having once 
ſanctioned the t, and committed their ſaitn 
to the Begum, they, moſt undqubtedly ought to alu. 
here to it. I think alſo with the Managers, that 

the circumſtance of Mr. Middleton's ſigning te 
treaty, though perhaps without the knowledge of his . 

| praſters, bound enn as effeftually as if it had been 4 
done by their expreſs order and inſtruction chat is. 
if he ſigned it as a guarantee, not as a witne ß. 
Hun ir is not reaſonable io chink, chat in che former | 3 
cafe, he would have kept it from the knowle „„ 
at lupexions: 1 Was, e io anſwer { 
Mr, "Middleron, on his 


- 


dept ad | 


ſtances, more injury by hish Wand of. recollection, „ 
and cautious mode of anſwering, than he would © 
have done, had he given the moſt eo 
e ion. I do not mean to ſay th. 

Middleton was incorrect, but not knowing what 

1 0 ae be e oe by the ante of 13 
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| Commons, he ſeemed afraid to ler nany queſ- 
tions, leſt they might on a future occaſion be ere 
Againſt himſelf. It ſeems Mr. Middleton was ad- 
viſed by Counſel, (not Mr. Haſtings's, for they re- 
| Fuſed to give him any on the ſubject) not to anſwer 
0 particular queſtions. That cautious made may be 
very right, and it certainly muſt be: ſo, or it would 
not be recommended by all lawyers in general; bur 
© "to thoſe ho are not profeſſional men, and do not 
make the fame allowances, it ſeems as if the witneſs 
, was s conſcious of guilt, and therefore wiſhed'to hide 
The hearers; ſuch as I have deſcribed, imme 
n give him credit for ſome ching 9 
_ worſe thain bis examiners ' themſelves. hump to, 
This ithels flood in an ward Neeb 
"ka had formerly been "accuſed by Mr. Haſtings, 
e the Supreme Council, of miſcondudt in this 
very buſineſs; and when he found himſelf preſt by 
entangling queſtions, in Weſtminſter Hall, he 
ſeemed fearful that every anſwef might be turned 
againſt himſelf. ' The Managers repreſented this 
appearance of fear as the effect of his caution, / and 
dieſire to ſereen Mr. Haſtings ; ; whereas i in fact, his 
on ſafety. was his real object, as he at laſt ac- 
knowledged, when be threw e on the indul 7 
: . the Court. 5 1 
Such was Mr. Middleton” 8 ah Before I hop 
IT the ſubje : of the right each Begum had to her trea- 
ſire and jaghire, 1 muſt anfiver a queſtion that will - 
OD ene 1 0 226 wind ag Marbut Ktentive reader, 
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I 1 Basrines's TMPEAOEMENT: | „ 


' namely, why did not che Nabob take golf of 
the treaſures depoſited by his father in the Zenana,, „ | 
immediately upon his acceſſion to che Muſnud W 


Throne? The anſwer is, that it was not in hsñ7ĩêkt 
power without waging war with his mother, . „ 
had all the city of Fyzobad and its vicinity in ger 
intereſt, and therefore the iſſue might have No 
_ unfavourable. . The Nabob took a, different her; © 15 1 
. thod, and tried to borrow the money, in which be,” „ 
| ſucceeded to a certain amount; and when his mo: ĩtiͤ 
tber would lend no more, he applied to Mr. Brif- - gk - 08 
\ tow, a8 1 have already ſtated, | I ſhould have ob- „ 
"MN ſerved; chat in the year 1778, the Nabob ſeemed 1 
1 inclined to break through the agreement made e 
| | his mother, under the ſanction of Mr, Briſtow, en „„ 2 mo 
vas prevented by the Board... y 33 
1 have ſhewn how the Begums became poſſeſſed of. th 8 5 „ 
| Hl and j hires, and in what manner the, ig. 18 
Company guaranteed. the poſſeſſion thereof to W q 
ounger Begum; for L cannot find that there is an ro 
| proof. of the-Company”s.faith.. being pledged to the, | 
Ader. baye read che gvidence over attentively, and  - f, 
ot find | E. Middleton „ FT 
1 on thy; contrary, there is a Letter from 1 
chem to bim forbidding his active interference, bu tap- ] > 
ing of his conciliatory mode of ſettling the diſs 10 1 
putes between the gfandmocher and gtandſon by A 
Advice. It does not appear * any af the public > 
i Wines Sai at N 


mg 31 1 2 + 
7 


tion! chen there muſt have been private amthotiry 


ES or. Haſtings I muſt leave this point 
I. flare; len eteggi: g ee ee, ace, and 
8 denial on the / ram 8 


WE: © Ir my former Letter 1 ated, that 1 dr 
7587, Mr. Haſtings went to Benates, and that an 
reden broke out in that province by the means 
3 | of Cheyt Sing and is adherents... During theſe | 
'-  ribubles, the Nabob märched with his troops to 


che aid of Mr. Haſtings, and mer bim 1 J cnet 


* | 
N A * - * *; 


4 in che vicinity'of Benares. Haas Who 
A new agreement was made between the Nabob = 
and the Company,  confifting of feveral articles; 
baut that which more immediately concerns this hair 
Ss the Charge was, chat the Nabob ſhould be at H- 
IM 1 0 & y lane 


* 


* Nabob to me the” re- 
V e be infiſtes that an annuity 
BE feng Dh an m it 
1 in ſome Wente e EU Dl 
at leaſt accelerated by the reports he had heard con- 
1  Eerning the aid which Cheyt S erive ſome 
k theſe Jaghiredars, part 
ff be had heard no ſuch report, reafon and ſound 
policy would have juſtified the m To what 
| can we impute the rebellion at Benares, but to that 
e policy adopted by — Council, when 


. 
N 


1 F = 
1 vhenever an opportunity offered.” | | 
told Mr. Briftow, : R 2 
; land neuter, her-ſon might do his worſt, Mr. Haſs | 
| =: dll Henry che Seventh n, 5 power of en ay | , 
| rns; and France made but 4 mall dee WE 
E che whole force of the kin | 
1 - mediate controul of one | od 
5 oe reſumption of the j 11 
Vie meaſure, and cannot ſtand in need of any de- ; 
=; : 1 fence. Neither is it unuſual for Sovereigns in in- „ 
Fo dn te revoke theſe grants; and I obſerve that Mr. 
3 5 ; 5 : : > Purling | : : > 


b Goverment, her ks comnthtat nots 5 
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As 
3 
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. Purling gave evidence to hat effect: for ſurely the 
1 Wet ee eke may reſume. The Begums had in: 
. A bee e ee of equal value, 
N n actount of dower and of the guarantee we 

. ited ae eee no act deſerving conſiſea 
Fu i pars eee eee 
Fl | pray when wanted for public uſe, and compels the 5 
ody ner to take an eſtimated compenſation in money, 
"i _ "without: conſulting his inclination. If then it bo 
wo 2 to take away property for public. conve- 
a 5 ce, ſuch as new roads, canals, & c. how much I 
FER Pr canoes it be to do che ſame, en in 
. a much higher degree, when che not doin 
Alangers the peace and ſe. of auger g. 

WG ' Beſides, in che caſe of the Begum 

_ | Deg | 85 thing, worſe than I than ordinary: the ACUMUNUTT 
en” he jaghire: was in che hands of roo Banach, who. 


| 0 i Ved es pn ini thar nol, prof of 
A revolt can be brought home to'the Beguins. . apoE. 


Ef e eee eee eee e 
Ee On: e nen, — cu 
5 55 FI a ib. 
 priecy in interfering between the Nabob and his pa- 
rents in every inſtance, unleſs. the Supreme Council 
fl _ _ confidered them as poſſeſſed of ſeparate-ſovereign- 5 
Epp What would 8 of Evrape think 
„ . ee 
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N and grandmother of the French King Weir \ 

reſpective jointures and marriage ſettlements? How- 
ever, as far as the guarantee extended, it is in- 
cumbent upon Mr. Haſtings to ſhew that he ad. 

0 hered to the ſpirit of it, or to affign ſome reaſon for 1 
the contrary; otherwiſe, I agree with Mr. Burke, N 
that the honour of the nation is tarniſned. I think 
l have already ſhewn beyond the power of objection 

vt cavil, chat the reſumption of the jaghires was 
| founded upon' principles of -prudence and ſound po- 
"Hows confirmed by recent and fatal experience. And 
I it lay. in my power, I would rather. inſtitute an : ö 
inquiry into the reaſon of its not being done ſooner, ff. 
chan of its being done when it was. But as 1 ſaid fn 
pee the Begums were intitled to an equivalent; 1 
an annuity. of equal value was propoſed, but ne. 
readily accepted: · they did not reliſm the idea of . | 


„ g 


parting with their influence in the country. Doubt- 5 „ af : ; 
leſs they were encouraged to reſiſt by their favourite . +, Jo 
ene whoſe intereſt would be ruined by it. It: 22 
is probable t they reaſpned in the ſame. manner *** 
as a wealthy eee does in this country, Wõ—iE 


ſets more value on 10, ooo l. a year riſing from s 
extenſive tract of land in ſome county, than he does mY 
on 11,0001. iſſuing from the Bank, as the intereſt 5 
ol his ſtock. The former r gives him great influence, _ VVV 
dtgte latter vety little, if afiy. In the reſumption of | 
| 1 he jaghires in general, the Nabob was leſt to his 
| own diſcretion as to equivalents z and probably- would 
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8 been ſo with reſpect to his mother, had not I 
. Com a I's faitk been pledged. Hs LG, there- 4 ; 
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| an nh, is not expreſſed proviſo, P 

f Wi The . V 
| duct of the Supreme Council, is that of 1 

y not, if the Nabob is dor 
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tive part. After che execution of the treaty with ä 
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Bena 4 the {af CO! fiſcating that ts Ry 
ſure which was in the poſſeſſion of the younger Be- 
_ gum, the Nabob's mother, and which, as I faid | 
before, was guaranteed by Mr. Briſtow. The Ma- 
nagers lay much fireſs upon Mr. Maddleton's re- 
newing the ſame guarantee to the yo Begum 
in 1778. It does not however appear, that he had 
any particular authority for it; neither can T per- 
ceive any uſe it was of; for Mr. Briſtow 's act bound 
the Company as firm as the renovation of the ſame 
by Mr. Middleton could poſſibly do. The gua- 
rantee to the younger Begum is admitted: it is that 
200 che elder only which appears to be in diſpute. 
But even this is in reality of little conſequence,” for 
V the two Ladies: were ſo blended together in every 
1 at, char eG involved ren ee 
. The two . are ne beer er u 
. 8 well acquainted with India in general. 
IIꝛͤ!be natives of India obſerve a fooliſh reverence in 
1 ſpeaking or writing of perſons of high rank : they do 
3 not like to mention their names, particularly of 
—_ - - women, and hence in ſome of their letters in the 
1 Books of Evidence, there is an apparent obſcurity as 
r 7s to the Lady meant. The fact is, the principal 
kk ſhare of power was in the hands of the younger Be- 
WM 1 gum, but the elder was the adviſer and directreſs i in 
5 nn The reſponſibility lay with the for 
. 5 faras it could Jay with a Lady in a Zenana. 
mn November 1781 as Sir Elijah Impey was 
—_— | aboir 10 pay the crane «viſit at I. 
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2 h Mr. Haſtings ſeems to have been the correction 
in the "Nabob's. Goverament, whoſe | 
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Sing was certainly an incident that deranged Mr. 5 
Faſtings's plan; but it is to that rebellion we muſt 

attribute the conduct of the Begum' for though ſhe | 1 
3 might have entertained ill will to the Engliſh,” = 
would have concealed it till a fit opportunity occur 


—— — — 
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ok manifeſting it. The inſurrection at Benares was 

Tn Uke a ſhower of rain, Which brings forth the weeds ; 
but the ſeeds were in the earth before. No 

"= when Mr. H „ ts 
 UiſaffeRtioni'to' the Eng] d 1 


not of 5 | niſhing — 7 855 her ſex would not allow of 
it, but of depriving her of the means of future miſs, - 
chief. But as to the Jaghires, he moſt likely would 

have adviſed or” permitted the reſumption of them, m, 


. would have had a pecuniary gras” 2 OTE 
® There 15 one 3 a ut ah whe occurred t my 5 ; 
nin ol raking _ 
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a ſhort time have 2 bad WO : 
ure been procured by ſome means or other. . 5 
own part T know of no other reſource. at that j 
Hod, chan that which was adopted ; but it is proba- ä 
le, chat if the Beg ums had not been hoſtile to the „ 
Engliſh i intereſt, and thereby forfeited" all "claim t to „ 
HORS, Mr. Haſtings would have tried to Por- 

w the money upon. the Company”: $ ſecurity, 'T d fe 
We know that this plan was 1n his mind, bur it 1 105 0 tf 
to me to have been ſuch as + aA man would | 
have thought” of? Neither do [ think. the 'Begum „ 
Vodld have objefted . to the Company's S fecutiry,” TRE 
Mx. Haſtings, confidered either in his pri wwate Q 
5 ublic capacity, it could have m le but little dit „ 
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1 to the Company's intereſt; for te eee 
ceated. was employed in paying the Nabob's debts, 
nc who. then owed che Company a million and a half 
_ nearly... The only difference hat I perceive is this, 
that the Nabob would have owed. the Co 
lacks more, and the Company would. h 
the Begum the ſame ſum. This is an nun 
own, having never heard it ſtarted by any one. It 
r el thoughts, from cecollefiing that there 
reſs eb that, a, muting, eee enſued = 
Wi the troops had nat been paid at the ti 7 | 
2 and that as Sindia was ſo near with bis army, 
- Qude muſt haye been loſt. Neither would it have 
| beenextraordinary, if the, Mharattas had eget . 
very treaſure which. is now the object of this:dif- 
a ls ſhort,. no, human being can e an 
dea of what the conſequences might. have bee Bet 
-,- 6 certainly muſt appear , ſtrange to a "refleding 
EEE mind, when told that all the Gentlemen i in 5 
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were *qeceived 5 into a belief that the Begum and er 
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Miniſterswere hoftile to the Engliſh in 17813 1 
e no N wjcebs . vere. taken prfloners by Colonel Pop- . 
bum, or any of his Officers; that Captain Williams 

: Hot intercept - A variety. of. | treaſonable, Leuers 


8 the Begum's Miniſters during the inſurs 97 
itt Captain Gordon di d, not loſe his detachm. 
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eta, and nale ſucceſs 1 the coaſt, bad 


the diſtreſſes of the ee the 


field. To me, who have been frequently employed 


 toſootheand exhort the troops to patience and reſig- 
nation to me, ho felt the diſtreſs perſonally, and 
; an it in others, this diſcovery muſt appear indeſcri- 


7 _ en v bee The proof brought by the 
. pport of the non-exiſtence of State- 


——— ee lameſt and weakeſt I ever heard or 
read in any cauſe whatever. . vas in Court when 
the Manager announced to the Lords, that they 
were going to prove that no State · Neceſſity exiſted, 
and I: muſt ſay, I was never more ſtruck with the 
bade any aſſertion in my life. I could not 
help remurking to a friend who ſtood near, that if 
cee in that attempt, ver nee 


eee. over the proceedings, I tur ed my at- 
point, men, to diſcover whether 


| ſpire any thing they undertook;” 32 6 0 85 720 | 
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dat ben but not for a: long and 
War. Money was borrowed of individuals as long as 


2 


1 India could not draw bills upon che | 
'Cat y without flying in the face of an act of pur · 


* beyond a certain amount. To this prohi- 
bited reſource they were at length driven, and the 
bill-kolders-were for a long time in a very u 
tate, with reſpect to acceptance and payment; and 


ſome of the holders obliged to wait ee ; 


Perhaps it mighthave looked more noble, Ethan . 
ceſſity had been avowed, and the ſeizure made by 
our own troops, without the intervention of the Na- 


bob. It would have deprived. amn 
moſt pathetic and affefting part of his Speech 
3 ſon che inſtrument of 


eee. proclaimed ouf weaks 
nei to: all. India, and would have ence 
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There was no way of 
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ſcare the reeafurcs he was, dete 
weed Mr. Middleton to, carty it into execution. 
He was; L eee that the Nabob would- 
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him on the meaſure. 1. is che, 


e out in evidence, all tend to one and 

| means ſeem adapted to the end:* bur 
that I do, for my om part, b. 
Hove" theſe to hay ve been very ſtrong ; motives for his 
condi; I am under no doubt of bis eſtabliſhing 
— — ot ed we egur 
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ers may diſcover: the clue which'unravels 
Mr. Haſtings's inmoſt thoughts upon the 
Tie had failed at Benares of reſources: he meant to „„ 
pre the Nabob for payment of the debt he . W—Wð e 
the Company, but he had not ſettled in his mine 7 
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ig prob nk We eee requires or 
Ergains the (Governor General to ley un his Corre- 
ſpandence- of every kind before "the Board; nor is 
there any time limited for laying before them fuch 
parts as he is bound to lay before them. There is. 


an order which ſays, that the Governor General 


flat ane correſpond with the Chiefs and Princes of 
_—_ dat RAY: eee eee 


| it das an act of Govertmerit; odd be 
ad in the manner pointed out in 


'  theanderabobe-quoted. This I <onceive to be the 


ſirit of che order; but \the werd nor the 
| ſpirit of the order apply to che preſent" eaſe f for 
MI. Haig, whilſt our of the © 
buncil; 
und occaſion to conſuh any of his Call 
| 00 the tranfactions in the Nebs 
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"Han nleriges- 5 -TMPEACHMENT: 


between the Members of the Supreme Council, 


whether legal or not I cannot ſay, neither ſhall Þ 


inquire, Aſter all, if there is any thing wrong in 
the ſuppreſſion of Letters, as the Managers call ik. 
the beſt apology Mr. Haſtings can make is, to refer 

his accuſers to the arguments uſed by our Miniſtry. 
' when they gave Lord Cornwallis abſolute powers as. 
often as he thought neceſſary to uſe them. The 
divifions in our Cabinet Miniſtry would often over- 
- throw all public buſineſs, were it not that they are 
. obliged to act in concert or reſign; no ſuch oblign- | 

tion ! in the Supreme Council. But I have 
mewn, that all the turnings and windings in Mr. 


are ing to the oppoſition he ſo frequently met 


Vith in Council. It is the ſame in our Parliament, 
and ever muſt be in all divided power. The inte- 
5 reſts of men vary, and thence ariſe difficulties and 
; tructions to public buſineſs... . — of ; 


| 5 4 1. there were a Monarch in 1 n 


the Supreme Council every time the Members 0 Ear- * 

tied their diſputes too far, or ſo as to impede publie . 

| buſineſs or endanger the fafety of the State, there 
vould be no harm i in their litigations; on the n. 


We 


wary, their diſputes would operate like the 
5 Go en ee ir would revent. 


oa: e de the detabers ur Clegg + 
_ occaſion to conſult his judgement in regard to the 
Company's Provinces: It was a diviſion of power 


fir 15 8 conduct, all the apparent oontradictions, | 


nn ſedition, he muſt look into the Book 
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| ſhiking fron fide to fide, ieee 


from it. The fault lay in the Conſtitution, which is 
now rectiſied. But were I to undertake the taſk, 1 


have no doubt of being able to prove, that every 
evil complained of, that all the miſeonduct of the 


ſeveral Preſidencies in India, aroſe from conſtitu- 
tional defects, and want of wiſdom in thoſe who 


Planned and erected the ſyſtem, of government; and 
yet, when we conſider the ſygden, rapid, and unex-· 


pected growth of che Engliſh empire in India, we 
camyot much wonder at obſerving ſo many defects 
in the Conſtitution. Experience only can diſcover 

the beſt mode of government, and we have not yet 
had India long enough to ſind out che beſt policy. 


One evil muſt naturally ariſe from this Impeagh- 
ment, and the conſequences may be ſevereiy felt in 


another war. No prudent Goyernor vill hereafter 
truſt to the rectitude of his own intentions: he will 


not go beyond the preſcribed line of his duty; for 
to whatever extremities he may be reduced for 


money in peace or war, he muſt content himſelf 
5 wich the ordinary reſources of the year. Should his 


be threatened by an invading enemy, , 


of Orders, and if he cannot find an approved pre- 


cegdent or rule there, which will apply preciſely to 
the caſe before him, he muſt wait till the invaders 
have taken poſt in the coi 


ntry, or till unreſtrained 
ſedition has diffuſed. irſelf, over every part of it, He 
| would then find that he bad nothing left but an ob- 
credit, and a finking 

reputation. 
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un. axrINGY's IMPEACHMENT: mn 


With theſe he might ſave the country | 
a care, -if be could. I fee but one 
way of avoiding ſimilar. caſes of difficulty, nor am T - 
quite certain whether it would anſwer or not: it is 
chat of permitting the Government of India to draw . 
Bills on che Company in time of war and real 
diſtreſs; for the payment of which the Britiſh Par- 
liament ſhould become ſecurity. I am of opinion no 
The remembrance of the yaſt difoinutn,- and the 
terte of remitrance, will deter every prudent man 
from thinking of 1 it. Bills on England, ſecured in 


| oblaliied in Wat manner; 1 Bw now” 1 
I have heard Mr. Burke ſpoken of alt 
mane man, as one poſſeſſed of all the virtues that 
can render a private charafter dear to ſociety; For 
e e ee er ede e b ep 
— cham Seidel 20th: e of - kr 
country. 4 do not allude to the preſent caſe, which 
J conſider but as one branch of a great and wide 
ſpreading tree. It were eaſy to trace all, or by muck 
the greater part of his policical conduct, yp tothe re- 
publica principles which he avows. Certain cauſes 
muſt produce certain effects; are nee 
very unfortunate circumftance- for this kin ; 
tbat a man poſſeſſed of fuch natural and acquired 
nen ae N the e is 
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 ELVCIDATION or ru eunlzer on 


| 3 He has been in the minority much 


the greater part of his parliamentary life, where he 
ſeems to have oppoſed upon the true principle of 
oppoſition, namely, that the Miniſter muſt be always 


in the wrong. I have heard that he wrote a book, to 
Prove that a bad adminiſtration muſt and ſhould be 

* oppoſed i in every meaſure, with a view of overturn- 

ing it. Suppoſing this principle to be uſt, who i 15 to 


decide on the goodneſs or badneſs o 


andd to determine ee ee een ſhould be ſap. 


ported ot oppoſed ? I never ſaw, though I have often 


_  wiſhedtoſeethis curious performance ; I ſpeak from . 
report only. To theſe republican principles I im- 


pute in a great meaſure the loſs of America, and all 


che changes which have happened of late years in the 


on of Ireland and Great Britain. The con- 5 


nection is undoubtedly weakened, or at leaſt ſtands 


upon 8; different footing to what it was before the 


American war. To theſe ſame republican principles 


15 | impute the. preſent impeachment, but at the ſame 
time I do not bondema Mr, Burke, 0 or aber 
rtaining them; I only 


FFC 


ciples are right, he does well in acting under them ; 


but if he thouglt with me, that the doctrines which 


he maintains have already loſt us one country, and 


broke a link in che chain which holds us to another, 
/ that they muſt ultimately endanger, if not loſe 


s our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt, he would undoubt 1 
change his conduct. I by no means * 
MM. Burke OO would | A his country, 

2 


u. HAST IMENT 
n many reaſons why he oni "ot. entertai: 
ſuch a wiſh, and none why he ſhould; bur [ think 

him miſtaken as to the mode of ſerving itt. 
An attentive reader of what I alice. 
al; How comes it that the Nabob is ſo very much 


8 mocks the influence of the Engliſh Government? 


I 0vo explain this briefly, you muſt know that Aſoph 
"gt; Dowla is by nature extremely weak, indolent, 
and inactive. Soon after the death of his father 


” his troops mutinied, and it required the aſſiſtance of 


an Engliſh Brigade to ſubdue them. There is no 
doubt but this mutiny aroſe from the Begums detain- 
ing the treaſures left in the Zenana, and which have 
proved to be the foundation of chis impeachment, 
or at leaſt of chis article. This detention of the 
treaſures compelled the Nabob, to accept the hard 5 
conditions impoſed upon him by the Supreme Coun 
eil in 1778, vis. the relinquiſhment of Benares an 
Ghazepore to the Company, and the increaſe "of 
monthly ſubſidy for the pay of the troops. 
The next conſequence was, that the Nabeb ap- 
| py for Engliſh officers to command his on troops. 
They were granted him. In a ſhort time theie 
troops were formed into a temporary brigade, paid 
by the Nabob; and ſoon after, the duty of the tem- 
peoVorary  brigade- was done by detachments from the 
Tompany's brigades. The name temporary. was 
done away, and with it all their dependance upon the 
Nabob, their maſter. In this Sradual way, the Na- 
bob loſt his army. It begar in 1776, and was 
ne 1779+ nee 


ever 


4 


„ 


| 15 — or T1 


erer finee. | Bur this js not the onh way in 
Nabob wasfripped of his wickbrity.” But to explain 
the other will be rather difficult, without giving 
ſome previous account of the mode of paying pub- 
ne debts in India. When a Nabob owes a ſum of 
money, he frequently gives a Tuncaw, or aſſign- 
ment of ſome part of his revenue for that year, juſt 
as if you ſhould ſuppoſe our treaſury board to give 
che King of Pruſſia an aſſignment of the land- ta: gd 
Wales to pay a ſubſidy, or the hire of his troops. 
The collecting of the revenue gives a vaſt in 3 
to Tuncaw holder over that ecuntry, particularly in 
India, here collections are uſually made by an armed 
force, and not in a peaceable manner, and by equi. 
table affeffiment, as is practiſed in England. Te pay 
the temporary brigade, and another brigade of the 
Company's ſtationed in the Nabob's dominions, 0 
gether with all che civil eſtabliſhmemt at Lucknow, 
eee ee 
near half of the Nabob's revenues. The reſident at 
| Lucknow received ately gr andthe A, 
Hingis of widths, tt tn = 
vas almoſt irreſiſtible. Being thus deprived of his 
army, and part of his country, it was not in the Na- 
bob's mO_ hey wes pleaſure of the Engliſh = 
Soy nt. If it be ſaid, chat the Supreme 
= Council did Sang ia thus tying up the hands of the 
3 Nabab, Me. Haſtings will ſay that General Claver- \ 
ug, Mr. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, laid the foun- | 
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be attacked as i and 3 
the accuſation will be againſt „ There 
neither is, nor ever was, and probably never will be, 
chatſſtate which would not take advantage of a weaker 
one if it could. France, England, and Pruſſia have done 8 
the ſame with Holland, as far as it lay in their pow- 
er, ever ſince it was ſevered from Spain; and though 
neither of theſe powers have yet ſubjugated that re- 

» the forbearance is not owing to clemency, but 
2 jealous eye of their neighbours, who watchfully 
endeavour to keep up the balance of power. Poland 
affords a recent example of the natural propenſity 
Sovereigns in general have to increaſe their own ter- 
ritories, and to diminiſh thoſe of their neighbours. 
If che gaining of this aſcendancy in the Councils f 
the Nabob be unjuſt and blameable, it may be ſaid 
in favour of Mr. Haſtings, that he purſued the ſteps 
of his predeceſſors in e wee e 
n ene 

Errept in the preſent iitande, 1 Veiievt think is 
not à caſe to be found in de Mime t ths world, 
where a Goyernor was brought to trial for conſult- 
VVV 


ges ate againſt them; but in the cbndust of de 
Company's. ſervants, the obhjection ĩs quite the re- 
8 . eto nb fr them. 
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This is a matter of conſcience, and and differen: men . 


vill give different opinions. 


The third queſtion is, Shader the Skin 


Mir .. Haſtings received reſpecting the Begum's aſſiſt· 


ing Cheyt Sing in his rebellion, is a ground of juſtiſi- 


cation for without drawing the guarantee, ee ate 
the Nabob to take away the diſputed treaſures, and 
commute the jaghires for an annuity of equal value? 
The fourth queſtion is, Whether a State neceſlity | 
did exiſtin India at thetime, or whether it were ſtrong 
- enough. to have juſtified a violent uſurpation of pri- 
vate property, even 1 e e 
nothing amiſs? i 
- Theſe are the principal Pane dee r 
- tice depends. It may be argued and decided upon 
any of theſe grounds ſeparately, or upon all oollec-' 
_ tively; but the Managers have fo loaded the pro- 
ceedings with extraneous matter, that people who | 
have not all the documents before them, or are unac-. 
cuſtomed to laborious inveſtigations, are totally led 
_ away from the main point. I do not mean, that the 


Lords are led away, for they are in poſſeffion of 1 5 


| the printed evidence, and I ſuppoſe the ſpeec 
| alſo, but 1 mean the audience in the gallery, who. 
Fear and attend to thoſe parts only which rouſe their 
paſſions, ' If Mr. Haſtings did right in withdrawing _ 


| the guarantee upon rer sbs aries, 1 


it vin be ill worth while to inquire into che means 
whereby he prevailed on the Nabob to execute, or 
og ee eee e 
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1 'Shork wis a very judicious advocate for any 
44 of the queſtion he takes up: in his ſpeech he 
touched but Nightly on the queſtion of right, but 
- ſeemed to reſt his hope of ſucceſs on an appeal to the 
8 For this reaſon he played che ſame game 
1 Mr, Burke did in the opening of the impeach- 
ment. He contrived to make the Houſe of Com- 
mons believe, and he endeavoured to make the 
Lords think the ſame, that all the diſtreſſes which che 
Ladies of the leſſer Palace ſuffered, were in conſe- 
quence of ſei tizing the Begum's treaſure. But they 
ære circumſtances totally vnconnected, and perfectiiy 
independent of each other. The former did not 
© derive their ſupport from the latter, nor was it fit 
they ſhould. A wife is a very improper truſtee for 
her huſband's miſtreſſes and-natural children. - The 
Ladies of che lefler palace derived their maintenance 
from a jaghire or aſſignment, through Letafat Ally 
Cawn, and it was from his deception or failure, that 
+ they ſuffered inconvenience and diſtreſs ; but it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that the time in queſtion was the 
only time that he diſappointed them. No doubt it 
happened often, though not known to the Engliſh, 
Neither would the Nabob ſuffer any Engliſh/gentle- | 
mien to ſay a word about theſe women, for he was 
ow offended. with Major. Gilpin for mentioning 
| them in bis letter to the refdene. Aud Lake Ghenk 
_ from my own-knowledge, that according to che cu. 
" toms and etiquette of the country, there was 
reaſon for offence. - Major Gilpin acted as every hu- | 
mae man would do; but. che Nabob did not reliſn 
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wan have liked it better. Mr. Sheridan in like man- 

- ner has expatiated on the ſuffering of the Beg. * 

-: But after all, when we bring it down ap dns > 

” life and compare it with things to which we are all 
_ accuſtomed, it amonnts by compariſon: to this any: 
A Lady.of very high rank, next to Royalty, a Duchess 
ſor example, at the death of her huſband gets poſſeſ- 
ion of all his ready money, bills, bonds, &c. to a2 
very large amount; the refuſes to divide with her ſon, 
and keeps it all upon the plea of right, a right founded - 


| chooſe to go to extremicies with his mother, and bor- 
eee eee v with a promiſe, nat a deſign 
nt. At laſt he gives way to over-ruling = 
. perſuaſion, malt amcnncing 95 eee eee 
e Garg, will. reviliomas eee 
| borrowed, and renounces bis claim to the remainder. . 
| Afecewards, the that in a mas e 
the compromiſe, ee his influence, and the 
| fon, conſidering his claim no longer barred; takes 
| Fom the mother achat eee eee 
2 P Where is the injuſtices in this ? Not where 
de Maxacgns place it. It lies in Mr. Briſtow, who | 
made ſuch bad terms for the Nabob, and if he did 
not make better for himſeif, it would refle& on his 
Judgem. S gb Che Na” 
| vide her huſband's property with his fon. - In thoſe 
two lay injuſtice, and in che Nabob lay extreme folly, 
unleſs he went upon a ſuppoſition that he could ſtill 
"OE ROTO OL 
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on poſſeſſion and nothing elſe. The ſon does not . 
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This is is che true tate of the fact, when tipped of 
' . -, © its colours, But to make i it ſtrike forcibly on the 
„ | minds of che people of England, the Begums are called 
Priceſſes, which they really are not. I ſaid in the 
beginning of this letter, that Begum ſignifies Queen; 
An that I followed the authority of Maninexr ;/ but 1 
Y nase Either heard from the natives of India, or ſeen 
EE Rs. in ſome of their Dictionaries, that Begum is the femi- 
„ Beg is a common Mogul title, fynoni- 
muious to Lord. But be this as it will, there is no- 
ung royal either in the Nabob or his parents. Caſes 
_ Kull as hard as this happen very often in our Courts 
att Weſtminſter. If my mother detained my property 
2 ns -by- force, the Judges would decide as between 4. and 
. and if I made out my claim to their ſatisfaction, 
WE ef they would ſend their officers'to break open my mo- 
i . cher's locks, and put me in poſſeſſion of what ſhe | 
might de unjuſt enough to withhold: and though 1 
Be - | might have given my mother a deed of renunciation 
—  * forthe whole, upon receiving only a part, yet equity | 
1 5 would annul that deed, if 1 could prove that it was 
1 . 
8 per means. It is true, a long examination 
. +-place; to ſhew the Court that great cruelties were 
made uſe of in getting poſſeſſion of the treaſure. The 
= 55 Eunuchs were impriſoned and put in irons, I grant, but 
V dhe irons were more afliRive to the mind than to the 
= body; for in regard to what they really ſuffered in 
F 7 their perſons, there are at this hour many debtors in 
= 0 che King's Bench, and other gaols, who ſuffer inf- 
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| - ab for complaint. -Beſides, they might havetbeen. 
105 eee time, by paying the ſtipulated ſum. 
It is well known that it was in their power to have 
7 1 at any time; and there are inſinuations in 
ſome of their correſpondence with the Begum, whilſt 
in confinement, that would lead one to think they 
- ould have diſcovered mach more than they: did. But 
I do not ſee how Mr. Haſtings can be anſwerable for 
the means made uſe of to recover the money: it was 
emen, by the direction of the Nabob, who knew 
ch paper weed cheer than any Engl man 
M ane ret be eonſidered in . 

5 9 Judge is her, Abs Indes pod als care that 
Judgement is not illegally granted againſt my proper- 
* but in the execution of the judgement, the Judge 

is not concerned, nor will he inquire into it, unleſs 

3 complain by ſome kind of ſuit againſt the Sheriff 
or his officers. Every thing che Begums or the 
Aude ſuffered, was owing to their reſiſtance. But 

ir would be the fame in this country; for if the exe- 
cution of a judgement be. reſiſted, the Sheriff will aſ- 
ſemble a body of men and wage war with che 

5 Cena. Such was the caſe with the Begum, mu- 

Al \ fatis mutandis, that is, when we make the neceſſary 

eee eee in the laws and cuſtoms. 

eee and conſider alſo the rank ofthe 
parties. The method adopted was the only one. 

No Judge could decide between the Nabob and his 

mother; the former was unavoidably, what no man 

t be, W he was the 
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15 he was above the law of the land, but we may till 
| FFC 

_ "law of reaſon. a ar dee eee ay nad 
Wy. do more, or was he adviſed to do more than a (VL 
_would have awarded in 2 like caſe, between indivi- 

| duale whoſe, ank had ſubjected them to legal deter- 
SD mination? VVFVVFFFVV ako wth: * 
„ P ů atiog.combeentrgrd beckalapcky- 
| - nin ions ance. e pmmedan law their ſtudy. - 
1 But though I haye looked into the books upon ie 
bead, I have not enough to ſorm a decided 

renzen een ur er. with reſpect to Mahi 

. medan laws and cuſtoms, and muſt therefore leaye it 

do better: informed men I mean, I am not certain 
99 whether. the treaſure left by Sujah Dowia was Rate 
property or private property : but I am certain Mr. 
reren 
aagination. My doubts are confined to the tu] 
- Genes e whether the ſon ought to inherit 
2D) _ the treaſures in capacity of Soyereign, or to fallow _ 
the laws of the Goran, and take the ſame ſhare as 4 
1 87 Private individual would have in 4 ſimilar caſc. 


4 


« 


Were I the advocate of Mr. Haſtings, or | 
'_ _ © throw a ridicule on the doctrine of his 5 


5 r ee en, 
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might ſay, that they have erected not only a lingua- F 
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it a great deal, during the writing of theſe lewen), N 
| the more I admire our own Conſtitution, and con- | 
=  gratulate our Miniſtry upon their having the legiſla- 
ture at hand, to conſult upon all occaſions. If they 
= have no rule or political cuſtom to guide their con- N 
duct, they can call together both Houſes of Parlia- oe. 
ment, and make a law for the emergency. But in 1 
India, the Supreme Council muſt act. from their on 
diſcretion in all extraordinary caſes, and truſt to _. 
chance for approbation or condemnation. I fay trut 
to chance, becauſe, as the underſtandings, eee, 
aud intereſts of men vary, ſo will their deciſions upon 3 5 
one and the ſame action differ in the like prb portion. 
The only method, in my opinion, 7 On, 
ſafely judge of the conduct of a Miniſter of State, or 
_ Governor of a Province, is that adopted by phryſi- 
cians, when 'they inquire into the practice of each 
other. =--Firft, What was the diſeaſe? Were chere 
more remedies than one? Did the practiti 
che faſeſt and che beſt? Suppoſing there were but 18 
ene remedy, were there, mare danger to be e- : 
Wende from the remedy dhan the diſexſe ?*- bt e 
: This role would bring Mr. Haſtings's tes. - 
| aſs. Did a political diſcaſe exiſt? H ae 
clan a choice of remedies? - Did he 1 8 
take the beſt or only ene in his power ? Was the re- 1: 
NFL CEN epi e 
ſtitution of the patient? N 
© No man can ever bm a proper judge ent on 
Mr: Haſtings's conduct, who does aer firſt make | 5 


3 


- 


- 


5 — Ir- mag is replete with ſound argu- 


14 5 kipp Arion OF rae $v3jzor or 
this tio " Could I i in the fame fituation, all cir. 


- conſidered, have acted better ? Aſter all, 
if it can be made appear, that his motives were in 
any degree ſelfiſn, or originated from any of thoſe 
baſe paſſions which diſturb and diſgrace the human 
mind, no man would be more ready to condemn him 
eee and 1 ae OK al mankind will join in in 
-theſs Letters, written egi 5 oh rea- 
ous oof ſtated to the public, were delivered to 
the Printer, I have read Mr. Erſkine's ſpeech in de- ” 
eee 1 have heard that it was taken 
realy, I ſhall therefore conſider it as 


ments, but I am not going to add to the many pa- 
negyrics already and deſervedly paid to that maſter- 
piece of elocution - that Gentleman's fame, as an 2 
Advocate, requires no trumpet. - But what I admire 
infinitely more than all he has ſaid, or poſſibly ever 
will ſay as an orator, is the generous part he has 
taken in the concerns of Mr. Haſtings. He is not _ 
the advocate of the accuſed, but the advocate of the 
Sue ol juſtice, that is, what he conceives to be te 
cauſe of juſtice. In all other politigyl queſtions, 6 
is the decided and zealous: partizan of oppoſition, 
He acts in concert with the accuſers yet in r 
to the impeachment, he ee th 
"as avows jt publicly and privately. 

1 have heard the change of ſentiment. in Mr. Pitt, 
| upon thequſion of impracmes, offered as a proof 
5 eee 
n 5 
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ed the Miniſter to take dhe 
:forbid that 1 ſhould impute any 
other motives to Mr. Pitt than internal conviction; 
but I certainly could figure to myſelf other motives 


* 


for Mr. Pitt's conduct; that is, I think I eee 


1 out political reaſons, . which might have their weight 
But with reſpect to Mr. 
| Erſkine, : I can 1 ſee many political reaſons which might 
' induce that Gentleman to act againſt Mr. Haſtings, 


+ wes 


but t none chat could induce him to 1 e 


4 


vour; I mean no political reaſons; 
ben 1 hear of Mr, Erſkine's 


nm . Prin = 


Mr, 8 7 ap] bei is e unknown 10 me, ex- 


PREISE 


TSS NO ſpeech, which, — — 


441 * 4 
4 


| they wer be to Mr Haſtings and his friends, do not 1 
„at all. „The parts I allude to are 


„ It may and muſt be true chat Mr. 
4 * Haſtings has offended againſt the rights and pri- 

oY eges of Aſiatic Government, if he was the faick- 
1 ful | Deputy of a Power, which. could not main- 
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win itſeif for an hour without tram g upon 
. both. He may and muſt have offended againſt 
ec the laws of God V and nature, if he was the faith- 
« ful Viceroy Sf empire, wreſted in blood from 
© the people to whom God and nature gave 1 1 
need not quote more, for the e: G rc 
of the next g6 on in the ſame file. Tr 
Mr. Erſkine would” not have' ſaid this had be 
, diligently and attentively the hiſtories of Ind6r- 
an fince the firſt Mahommedan invaſion. ” The go- 
ent of the India Company has been lenient in 
tie extreme, When compared with the beſt Mogul | 
Empetor that ever far on the throne. ' Nay more, 
I won inert prove, chat no bne act of Mr. 1 


Res pa, 0h 0 1 80 
rk e Npeiiedry, a5 = 
cate T may be thought'a very bold aller. | 
tlon, Put it is a very true one. Thee 45 
| Chieyr Sing and dhe rebelles ar Beriaes's 
the fame nmr alin ho the "RE ES 7 136 Wh 


& 


Ameriea, the rebelion followed in conſequence.— 

Mr. Haſtings is anfwerable for the principle upon 
© which he taxed Cheyt Sing ; the rebellion was, like 
the other, an unexpected and unforeſeen conſe- 
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mut r . the Nabob 


was unjuſtly kept out of his patrimony, as an execu- 


tion, like thoſe which Mr. Erſkine ſues out daily for 5 
bis clients at Weſtminſter. But thoſe who think chat. 


theſe L 


es ought not to poſſeſs jaghires, and intruſt 


5 chem to their eunuchs, will think the reſumption po- 
itically neceſſary, and ſimilar to our government's 
getting by commutation the ſovereignty of the iſle 
of Man. Thoſe who think with Mr. Haſtings, that 
they aided our enemies, will conclude that the con- 
3 Ahrens arty ge oe Janus, 


. 


| quicſce, let them think what they may. Bur 1 wiſh 
any man to reflect, and put to himſelf this queſtion 


If what is done by the Three Efbixz werg'dons'biy 


the Cabinet, ſhould I not call it arbitrary and iniqui · 


tous? What can W 8b reaſon of this difference? 


It conſiſts in this 3 we are in the habit of fubmitting 


to our divided legiſlature, and ve think 3 | 


be right that has hot che anction 
liament; but had we been bred eee 1 15 


ture leſs extenſivęe, we ſhould have looked for no 


5 5 : other ſanction. But there are two ways in which a 


of governmetit may be conſidered Firſt, haber 


1 Wannen e A 


[+ preeriive and | conſtcationat right to perform 


. Whatev e by a Parliament, vearcaptis 8 
m s and equitable,in general, not always; 
but there being no appeal, the ſubjects muſt ac+ 
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15 bn kene forgot to point out to him ſome legal 
5 method to raiſe extraordi nary ae er extraordi- . 
: ary occaſions, | This Viceroy ated” his own 
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added diſepeetiy, and had public good for their mo- 
tive? If either of theſe fail, the act is wrong. In 
the former caſe, a regular fixed legiſlature cannot | 
| fail but it may in the latter. With reſpect to the 
Supreme Council, both may be doubted; that is, 
whether they can A n from rules, or the 
acting legiſlatively or diſcretionally, upon the ſpur 
of the occaſion, or not. And alſo, whether, ſup- 


poſing them poſſeſſed of chat right, they did act di. 


ereetly and uſefully or notꝰ I ſay, that the Supreme 


Council at Calcutta may be attacked on either of 


theſe Te TOON may ſay, 7 bad r no N to 
Sens. 8 'You may ſay, che means uſed were more op- 
_ preffive and unjuſt than they need to have been. o 
apply this reaſoning to the preſent caſe, I ſay, that 

if Mr. Haſtings had a right, or is juſtified in uſing. 


extraordinary means to raiſe ſupplies for the war in 


India, that the means were intentionally as innocent : 
and good, a as any means that are uſed in this coun- 
try, in the raiſing of che angua] ſupplies in time of 


War. Feople,, in judging, conſider the agent more 
than the act. They ſay, who is this Mr. Haſtings, 


that taxes Princes, and acts thus from his own diſ- 
cretion? I ſhould anſwer, were I. preſent at the 

queſtion He was a Viceroy, ordered to preſerve a 
try to the empire of Great Britain, whoſe 


Feen en what be thought/the beſt me- 
7 55 15 | N GA | * 


1 


.__- thod, but his judges think he was wrong; but 
never have yet told him what he ought to have 
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* reſpect. to. the receiving of Preſents. Poſſibhy Mr. 


— - Haſtings. may; b >. wrong. in his conſtruftion of — 
Aae, though 1 mych doubt it; but this I can ſafe- 
| | ly affirms. that Lord Mulgrave's aſſertion is much 
. ruction of the 
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. < And be i further THERE he On 
=_ thouſand ſeven. hundred and ſeventy-four, no pt 
174 1 eee ding any civil or military ode u 2; 
on  the|Crowng. or the ſaid United Company, in the Eaft 
„ Indies, ſhall accept, receivx, or take, directly or in- 
. dre, by himſelf; or any other perſon or perſons 
. r Pe hor biureit peeve, o{-H Fore 


anal the Jrdian Princes gr Poyers, or their Mit 
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alter the firſt day of Auguſt; one. e. 


mat of 4 
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| CY Or. upon -an ackount, 
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1 Han pen Ale e . Erker 
wien dice mall be guilty" of an ſuch offence; 
W | ally convicted in ſuch Supreme 
3 cee erte er in the Mayor's Court int an 


or on 


* 


1 


— T ; eee rc 


- 


* 


eee, e OT — ** eee, f / 


= 


» 


5 ee 


5 as r 4 
— A 
25 


tuity, dos 
„„ 
way of traffic r 
| commer, of 5 kind whacſorvr, carried un dont 


1 by vay ef 


5 
: F 6 S 
wt * 
Pg at * ns he - 4 8 7 LS WEEDEN „ 
* 5 3 F * Is * x] 
* 15 15 „ hc Fs 14 4 5 4s N 7 2 6 ; OE 1 gh — 
« . 8 4 < of by i * ** 
7 IE 9 1 3 * A 8 
4 1 2 I 77 9 5 
e 3 | 
. 1 * . 
3 
BY my 
5 : 
"i . a 
"A 1 * 1 * 
. i 1 ; 
: 3 * \ 5 
8 % 4 7 : 
4> 
5 3 
| 1 I 
, 4 
* 0 0 4 
17 
py 
* 
« 


TEAR £6 


n 


— 


; polio; chat 1 n, that 0 of the 


$78. ELVCIDATION/ or THE SUBJECT or 


aid Comp 
To, bring the 1 of the Clauſe into, 3 
ET, Pals ſo that the different members of 
the ſettence may be more cadily c 
tber, I will abridge and | : it wn; 
thus, when a little reduced: —— Alter, 
guſt,:17744.90,ſeryant of, the, King or Com mpany, 
being 3 in the Eaſt Indies, ſhall receive directly or in; 
on his. bebalf; or for. his uſe and benefit) from. any 
native of Alia, any gift, upon any account, or upon 
any pretence whatſoever... "Thoſe lawyers who con- 
tend that. this iclauſe- deprives A Governor of the 


power of 


 Hillable or; all the words ahickl have put 1 into a be- 
rentheſis, and then it will ſtand thus, No ſervant, 
 &6::ſhall receive by himſelf, diredtly, or indirectly, 
from any Aſſatic, any gift, upon any account, or 2 
amy pretence whatever. . Taking ntence in 
this way, it may becomended/rhat the words. nay 
Pccount, or on any. pretence, may. exclude the Com. 


eee 


doubt.maay:be raiſed, but eee and in- F 


in- 


tentiom af the clanſe is diſcovetable by the words in 


ive 2 gift fronſ a na- 
„))) abs 38 


5 : 1 
- 2 ＋ 
* _ 6 
— 1 4 2 br * 
4 e x - * 
* , EO 
* 6 
* 4 
* 1 8 
* J % 
” 4 ” 
a — » 
* % " vp 5 
* « — 
\ ( * 
* » 
5 * * o ; 
ET s 
» Ld - — 
* * * 4 FX A - 
» #4 * N 4 
' 4 * a "Do, k 
* { Po E y 
7 * i $5 * 4 1 4 | 
15 F e N 8 9 39 
— 2 4 4 * . ” 
FIR, "A þ: 33 P 8 
* 2 . 2 72 J * 2 2 wth * f 5 » * 
1 mY 3 as 1. * „5 = ” 
4 mY 2 bs * 1025 
2 7 4 
1 
8 j N rn nm" 8 
- «=o 
* 0 * - » 
: 2 3 Y . 
ö 3 . : 88 -— + ds fad Sh RF 4 
2 1 A ft: - EA N 2 — 1 D * 1 , ? e 1 
r 7 ' 


5, which. infer. that no ſervant o the | 5 5 


— 


* 


125 IR. HASTINGS's IMPEACHMENT: | 


| tive through the medium of another per 
on uſe and benefit; but this clauſe Miko chat 4 
that a ſervant; Kc. ſhall not receive, through the 
medium of another perſon, a giſt forthe uſe of che 
Company. It hy reſtrains this middle man or 
agent, from receiving gifts for the benefit of his prin- | 
ipal, and not from receiving giſts for the uſe of the 


e ane Mr. Haſtings here might oppoſe quibblero | 


quibble; and fay, that I never nor r received one 
rupee" of the money. My Agents recei received it, it is 
true, but they were reſtrained from receiving it for 
my uſe, but not reſtrained from receiving it for the 


uſe of the Company. Or, in other words, I am for- 5 


bid the receipt of preſents by myſelf,” and by my 
agents alſo for my uſe, but I am not forbid ee 


8 through an agent for the Company's uſe. 
T'think no man can read the above clauſe, and ſe- 


_ rioully believe that it was the intention of the legil. 


- lature to take away the Company's right to Peeſh- 
_ cuiſh;, Nezer, and other cuſtomary donations, by ſuch 
ot opt words ns we fontid'in this queſticn- 
J 8 N 
Had ſuch be 

"Fo would have oppoſed i it, either by ſome of 
the Directors who were members. of Parliament, or 

- "bj Counſel.” They were in this inſtance filently bod. 
unohſervedly e of a very valuable part of 
their charter. But it never was underſtood either 
dy he rigs Council at Calcutta, by the Court 
Directors at home, or che King's Miniſters, chat 


a che intention of Parliament, he 
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ff Mr, Haſtings was in an erior, he was een 
mon with all others, and the miſtake might have con- 
tinued to this moment, had mot the diligent ſearch of 
bis enemies brought this up againſt him. But ſup- 
poſing «bat Mr. Haſtings has miſunderſtood the Act, 
to Which I by no means aſſent, there is ſtill another 
in ee FRLCK: cures the diſonder; for 
, there is one clauſe 
ich ahn farbt, the receipt of gifts, &c; xc. 
r the uſe of che and ab eee 
And another, which repeals ſo much af the Act 
above: mentioned (ie wit, the 13th of ATE) 


In provi 
tion be commenced before the iſt of Ja 
. if On: Feine . ee ee W e 
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Statute dias e 1 
„ 0 mats meat intelligible , and thiat 1 
to puniſh for the breach of ſuch as convey an obvi- „ 
ous meaning very different from the real and latent 5 
meaning, would: be to lay ſnares for innocence, ang 
g the ſubje&s: for the offences of the legiſſa. 
tors. The uſe of puniſhment. is to prevent the come © © 
miſſion of future offences; but if you puniſh 30 wa 
. as Tai ws bond ch in a "Iu 2 
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=: 4 muſt have drawn bis argu wh. à 
| from. herds Go DEE . 
| if. ignorance were received aan "2": 8 
« | u vnd be often pleaded, and in a grer 
Pt) ee defeat the Purpoſe of the ſaw. It is un- 5 i; bY. I 
4 t any man for a „ b” 


tive 2rime, unkſi he knew: before the cominiſſion-of- | 5 1 1 
2 made criminal by ſome Act of Parliaag. 
ments but it would be a {till greater evil to ler the F 
7-4 . offence mg SWF it ould be %%% 8 
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nts; h go u 
| . The nature and uſe of im 
ment is to puniſh ſuch offences as the common or 
Kade aw wil not reach. It is to preſerve the 
ſtitution ſafe from thoſe whoſe hi h and ſta- 
tions might enable them to injure it, without being 
auen to common law pi 

man may do his country a 
erer. The- 


ones 


and welfare, have a right to reſent and 
der committed a 


| de der ch de people 
15 re fe this principle. 1 1 were wo 


way or men the 


8 he wil 
this A& WS eee - pſſib 


- ſervaits from taking 
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to danger from any Statute whats 1 
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comes a matter of doubt, rneth er che prohibitiondoes 
not extend tothe Company as l astotheir ſerxants. 


In the mean time, beſore this daubt was ſuggeſted, | 


the Comp 07s chief ſervant; in) time of ad g gar 
eth, Leer ran ar; 300,000. in preſen 


8 5 „ 
natives for the uſe his maſters, ; 6ʒm 1 oP 


This is the true ſtate of the caſe, and aal bn, 
aL believe every imparti Will | 
chat if the preſervation, of che Company's territories 
in India be of advantage to the public, the people | 
ol England Fang not injured by Mr. Haſtings's | re- 
ceiving preſents for the uſe of the Company and che 
defence 15 en riet, How then muſt it ſtrike 

reflection, when he ſees the. people of 
p.againſt Mr. Haſtings, and. tell che 


d Juſtice: againſt the man for 


_ ledge chat his intention was to ſerve us, and chat he 
did moſt. eſſentially. ſerve. us thereby? One might 
here ak. the people—ls this ann the caquny of A 
yd) No; He is the friend of his country, 

very miſtakes were our ſalvation. But H hitherro 
have underſtood, that thoſe: who. demand 2 
againſt an o offender, always do ĩt under an ĩdea 
e q or likely to be injured by ſome at 


on orher ; 0 

5 nor likely to be-injured; Why | chen do you dem 
23 aflictĩon of puniſhment ?/ The only anſwer that h 
id be given by the people is, that owing to EO 
7 the clauſe, he miſunderſtood the prohibicion | 
, and hk we demand By . 
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1 the Act of Parliament; it would have been, . 
his Lordſhip! obſerved, a ſhabby excuſe ; ; but when we 
| conſider that the true explication of an obſcure clauſe - 
can only be obtained from the opinion of the 1 
or a new declaratory law, we muſt allow, that to 4 
perſon in India, che means of unllerſtandigg 


knowledge were not within his reach; and that ig- 
norance of a fault was an unaygidable, .; and conſe: 
| quently 2- pardonable one. 1 have beſtowed more 

| Pains in examining this queſtion | than you. perhaps 

5 nay. think neceſſary; but it is owing to a win 


entertain of preventing an. unfair impreſion being 
TH made by. the opinion of Lord Mulgrave, who. in 
| wolt caſes is certainly a very reſpectable authority; 5 
but in this 1 differ wich him 700 clo. You are, 
however, to obſerve, that what I have. ſaid, has. o- 
ching to do with the impeachment in this article, 
When it is put on the other ground ; namely, that 
Mr. Haſtings actually received the preſents for his 
ä own, pits and. aue Wu through N of detec- | 
1 Jemonſtruively, If ppo there will 0 bee obi. 
| nions as tO the guilt. „ e The 
Much, has been Gen the le e the profene 
trial. 1. cenaiaiy ic unprecedented; in the annals f 
3 It is, perhaps, che firſt jnſtance of the 
kiad that ever happened in the known. world. , Sir 
alter Raleig „as 4 hard caſe ; but be was dor 
But in all diſeaſes, che firſt ching 0 be 9 is, 
: tha, dators hats the. mal: dy-——yhether i it me of a. 
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emedy, and whether the retnedy i is e een 
che ale? Mr. Haſtings's friends ſay, that the 
rticles are numerous; that the items or allegations 
are nearly 2000; that the expence is enormous, be- 
yond the power: of any fortune to ſupport; 3 that t]. 
ſeſſions are already paſſed away in. hearing the evi 
dence in proof of two articles only, and part of an- 
other; that, by analogy, it will take ſixteen years 
io go chrough the proſecution; and that two or 
. three years more may be reaſonably allowed for the 
defence and replication. | Hence they may; it f is evi- 
dent, that ſhould Mr. Haſtings's life be protracted to 
eventy, he cannot ſee the end of the trial. They 
enumerate many more hardſhips than what 1 have 
mentioned; but as you muſt have ſeen them ſtated 
in the ide 1 mall paſs them by. But after 
all, I muſt confeſs, that it is very difficult, in the 
pPfreſent ſtage of the buſineſs, to point out # remedy. 
It is an evil or i injury beyond the reach of the law to 
redreſs. Our anceſtors, in framing the conſtitution, 
' have ta en every poſſible preeidution to guard againſt 
kin g power of any ſingle branch of the 
Ap ilattreg bt but ſhould they all unite, or one part 
paſſively oblerre tie e 0 p preſſion of an individual by 
-n medy ; lars haman 
ks 95 Pee wal wed J 
8 The eta hate, by dh nſtitution g: an 1 


— wee 


14 — 


er to "oO 


4 THAT - g 


rr rr t p: ae 


— Gan . 10 . thoſe + 
* wwe have happened. It! muſt rege power bf. 
puniſhing by a kind . of ex paſt 0:44W 3 bug chen it „ 
. . certainly ought. to: be exerted againſt thoſe actions 
only which are in their own nature: criminal, „or in 
ſome ay or other prejudicial. to che ſtare... And d 
vhilſt the diſcretionary power is conſined to this, 
there can be no harm in it; for chere is a kind of 
obligation on every public nan to act for the be- 
nei of the ſtate that employs him: a failure of 
duty is juſtly puniſhable. But it is alſo.incumbent © 
on thoſe to whom the people have delegated the 
power of puniſhing, to uſe it with moderation, and 
not exceed” che bounds of natural juſtice. The 
thing complained of in this inſtance is, that the 5, 
Commons, by ee enen articles, and 
bas them with ſo many allegations; have in- 
a puniſhment more ſevere than would te 
. By have been ſentenced by the Lords, bad dhe de- 
fendant pleaded guilty at once. Certainly 
e mms etz it wonick hz bes baden en 
Mr. "Haſtings to have pleaded guilty, when ak. 
- la upon to anſwer; but who then could foreſee, | 
the procraſtination Which has ſince; happened. ci. 
matters now ſtand, Mr. Haſtings has nothing to 
hope, but from the "mercy of the Lords, and the - 
0 Miniſtry. It is in the power of the latter to ſhorten 
or lengthen the ſeſſion of Parliament (I mean with 
8 the Pres an ir is in ehe «gpm 


ebe 011208 
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8 yet the courts of juſtice can never pre 
man from renewing the old ſuit, or ſtrixing out ſome 
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This appears to me as che only day bf relieving 


"Mr chro gh and if the Lords will not take this 


part, there is no remedy upon earth. It is true, 
-ParHament muſt of courſe, in a ceitain ſpace of 


ame, be diſſolved; but as many of the ſame mem 


ers may probably be returned again, the impeach- 


ment may of courſe be renewed, and continue on for 


r ſeſſtont It will never be in the power of 
any other branch-of the legiſlature to ſay to the Com 


: Wan Wevill reſtrict youas to the number of arti- 


| tis ne play dv a te rer dne The Com- | 
mons are in poſſeſſion of a valuable and neceſſar 
Privilege, and they ought not to part with it, nor 


ſuffer it to be entrenched on in the ſlighteſt degree. 


rich mam has over a poor neighbour. The latter N 
may bring action after action againſt the poor man, 
till he has ruined him by expences; and though 


the poor man may have every verdict in bis favour, 8 
vent the rich 


qually ruinous and oppreſſive. Theſe are 


- evils to which all clafſes of people ure liable ; and it 


is impoſſible to contrive laws to prevent them to- 


ally. L have heard many diſintereſted people ex- 
v5 claim, not againſt this privilege of the Houſe of 


Commons, but againſt the, exerciſe of it to too great 


| - un extent againſt an individual. I have heard it re. 


peatedly. affirmed, and Major Scott hus more than 
iſe of Commons; as well as in 
25 | | 3 ; 75 . by þ YR IA Pros his 
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u publications, wat many of we anche \ paſſe _— 
Vich little examination; in ſhort, that the) were 
voted in the lump. Suppoſing i hg: ad. - 8 
T have never yet heard it contr | 2 
to little leſs than an impeachment fr Ute; and 1 
have heard it dene e ee 24 4 wie 
. Managers. 11 33 =_ 
The former part of tha: aſt cb 1 * — 
— and che latter I have heard Rrongly mann 
 tained/in private companies by thoſe who were not e 
the adherents of Mr. Haſtings. This is a length to f 
which I did not go, for I confider the greater patt of „ 
che Houſe as deceived in their expectations. They a 
Fee ſuſiciontly acquainted with "+ 
the fubje@t to know what an immenſe maſs of evi. iN 
dence, written and oral, muſt be brought to Guſtain - | 3 
ſuch a/ number of -allegarions. Neither did they 
foreſee, chat their Managers would take ſour or five | 
days to open half an article, and as many more to 
- ſinging this Grimes bout Teveh doubt mum f 
Mr. Himſelf forelaw che extent of the trial: 5 1 5 f ; 
Jet if any one had the means of foreknowledge, nñsee 
certainly was the man. He knew, that ait ib 
n it coſt him ſume years to under: 
ſtand India buſineſs; and it was but reaſonable-to 1 
| Cuppoſe, thut de would coſt kim s many, if not 
td make the Lords underſtand it. IIay more 
| Years! becauſe. de Lade would apply; only” a n 5 
vod in a day, and but a few days inthe year, When i 
compared wich che tile ſpent in the acquiftion of , ' 
| knowledge, Ft Nur bare. add to which, much - 4-0 
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CIDATION or Tn evsfrer by. 


. aclap might naturally be expected 3 | 
.._.. objecting to evidence. Hence one may reaſonably 
c0Cunclude, chat Mr. Burke knew at the time; tharhe 
| ad carved out work for many years. F : 
| e Lhave heard the procraſtination om the beriefen ni 
Ceubief Magiſtrate! imputed to : Intereſted - motives; | 
5 e's but 1 am unwilling to ſuſpect him. of that, Wirhoʒt 
ſetronger grounds. But certain it is, that much time 
„ bas been very un ily conſumed in long 
SHPßpeeches and vehement Declamation. This kind 
FÄ of Orator ſeryes very well to amuſe the. Audience 
In che Gallery, who occaſionally attend as à matter 
F of amuſement; but to the Lords, ho attend as 
3 1 matter of duty, y, it muſt be irkſome and fatiguing in 
ie extreme. A the ſame time ĩt is impofible-to / 
3 os or prevent theſe repetitions, if the Manage 
ined to perſevere in the uſe of them: the, 
1 ” | | Gi th veg bang hat wad i eb. 
TS . Aria Some: br of5ibes a4 Med Dogo of cunb. 
. The more 1. conſider the Gruation of the Judges, 
. we decades, and the Def 
1 I eee eee mind. The Zommors 
Ot | haye: voted and , pledged: themſelves daun 1 
. 7 mal s of. allegations - that: muſt 9 mpl y-:2 Ss 
WE many ſeſſions; and: they cannot with honeut ) 
or {8 them: they cannot haſten thei — - a 
3 wichout g iving them offence, and auen 3 
215 — Shan to een ne ers 
„ 1 ile defi ro ping the Trial. 
EE There is is at th this tim. 
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L public paper, for calling this proſecution a nme? 
5 iineſs. It is undoubtedly a very improper 

term to be applied to any Act of either branch ot 
oh our Legiſlature ; but it muſt be admitted by. every 
_ impartial man in the Kingdom, that the delay ãs and 8 
muſt be extremely oppreſſive; and it were much its 
be wiſhed, that both Houſes of Parliament would | 
unite in bringing the buſineſs to a ſpetdy concluſion- . 1 
The Lords might contribute their ſhare by fitting 1 
_ often, and with as little interruption a5-poſlible; 15 3 13 
and the Commons might contribute their ſhare} by f 
- adviſing their Managers to make uſe of ac lite „ 
delay as Palible: without the concurrence of -both * EE 
Houſes in this joint endeayour, /the-proſpe& ſor te 
| Defendant is . ; and ĩt would be an act — 
© of mercy to end ihe Trial: e Mie, a nd 1 

nn 7450 E Ng 
>The Siena 755 Mr. 
| {as Proſecutors Lk wat] 
oY OE „ r 1 333 | 
| ve Deyn, x1 hardly kriow what: co: {ay-dpon |} 
this point underſtand n „ 
other cons in like ona Fo fe have indeed heard Dt 
faid,-that Lawyers bold! it diſhonourable i in a 5 5 | 
_ ſel for the Proſecution to withhold evidence, Whck 
in the courſe of his inquiries he has found. fayour- 3" £20 

able to the perſon; accuſed. Whether this be Law, — 
» a point of honour, I do not dre abi e 
reading over the Speeches of the Chief M | T 
I tock notice that they bound themſelves to the * DE oh 
E male cangour cap is Wa ol as 
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by Advocates in ordinary Proſecutions. - They Gia 
they would take no advantage in aggravating the 
Ohurge; nor ſtate any ching againſt him, which 
hey could not and would not eſtahliſn againſt him 
by: competent evidence... They conſidered them- 
ſelves as the Repreſentatives of the Commons of 
Great Britain, as che Advocates for Truth, and not 
as Adypcates bound to maintain a Criminal Proſe- 
cution againſt" it. After ſuch 2 declaration from 
Nx. Burke, ane would nat have expected the ſtory 
of Deby Sing; a. ſtory. ſo :artfully: introduced as to 
da the; Defendant mort harm than all the went 
Articles put togethor, in the opinion of -mankind ; 8 
and at the ſame time co preclude bim from. the be. 


neſit of calling evidence to tefute it. Whether this 
really was an ingenious contrivance of a Chief Ma- 


nager, or whether he introduced it without foreſee- 

ing the effect, I know. not j but there: never were 

ros things mare at variance wich each other than 
ns I have juſt quoted 


this narrative and the de Arati 
_ fromctheir:Speeches:- 1 do not find fault with Mr. 
Burke's bringing thiwhiſtory, before the Bar but it 
js the manner in which he did it that I condemn. 
Ile beſpake and certainly gained credit by his pro- 


feſſidns and promiſe o candour, and then introduced | 
criminal matter, which he knew muſt make a very 
_ deep-imprefiion ; taking care at the fame time 40 
leave the Accuſed without the means of effacing it. 
But-this is not all; for in the very narrative of 
hic x 1 am ſpeaking, the evidence of Mr. Anderſon 
Vas not brought forward, which would,” if ſtated, 
der eas a e wiſhed to be 
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8 


routed.” Were the Adyocate of Mr. Haſtings, . 
and were I to write with the intention of expo- 
ang che contradictions in the ſpeeches, declara- ; 
tions, and doctrine of the Managers, Te 0 
. expoſe a picture that would be very. onpleating e 
to them, and diſguſting to the public.” | OPER 
Tube great evil which in my opinion is goſh: likely: 7 
to affect Mr. Haſtings, by the Managers negled 5 


to call certain Gentlemen as evidence, is death. ; E 


you are already dead, and many more will be 
ſo by the common chance of mortality, long before 


2 Mr. 8 will have an ee, of calling 


- | of Commons. BJ 85 


There is . ching TE PE o by. 


= Mr. Haſtings's friends : it is the ſuperiority Which 
? the Managers claim over the: Defendant's Counſel... . 


ſay they are cloathed in the robes of Ma- 


eiſtricy.—If this be che law of the land, if they” _ 
ry were ſo. cloathed, a trial would be ee mere Fr, 


farce or mockery, It is the part of a 


command, and got ſolicit. : They lake: in ir". ns. 
7 Magiſterial capacity give the law, and not receive 
it. The Gentleman who threw out this doctrine n 
Io would be very unwilling to allow it, ſhould the day 05 5 
7 ever come when he might ſee bimſelf or his friend 
at the Bar in Weſtminſter-Hall. He would again 
become the advocate for the rights of the People, 
* N 8 oppreſſion, 1 — upon the 
| | 1 „ e 85 


„ ELVCIDATION or 1E zue or 


5 ee dofirine in Weſtminſter-Hall as 
done at random, or by way of experiment, ſome- 
„ ; thing like the Prince's right to the Regency, ſet-up. 
5 Wa Mr. Fox and Lord Loughborough. 
* I ſhall conclude with making a fe e che 
vations upon the probable injury which individuals, 
5 Wo incur che diſpleaſure. of a Houſe of Commons, 
may bereaſter receive from this precedent. Every 
„ . eee eee, popular aſſemblies are very 
„ mmdie ta divide into patties; that oppoſttion excites 
BEDS: _ animoſiry, and that men become mort and more 
1 beated by their omn declamations, as well as thaſe 
| WS ol others. This proſecution has pointed out the 
vy, and: furniſhed à precedent for opprefling an 
5 f - | _ of reſentment without a ſentence or judge - 
1 15 K Houfe of Commons alone can do more are 
= [TY "ns petting: an individual, whether innbtent 
beer gay, in many caſes, than could de dare 
== the ſcyereſt fentence. Ix requires nothing nor than 
5 eee een ee e 
U ; the aceuſed to the Bar for the r inder of his life. 
= ny is the firſt inſtance of the kind; but 
| | it may become general. - Every accuſer wiſhes to 
take alt advantages he can, if we may cee 1 
practice and hot profeſſions. And as future accu- : 
fers muſt ſee/the advantages obtained by manape- 
TA. - Jientivual-Gelay in this trial, they moſt undoubtedly - 
5 "will avail themſelves of the ſame, of fimilar-means | | 
. i maß and will, like ochers, when artived . 
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rk. HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT, \, 1 
R. HASTING roy. 
* : . | ! 5 


| „ redreſs itſelf; hat 'is, a law | 
5 muy be Wade to Ait che lengch of che proceedings. 
It may hereafter be ag foll ere, to 3 


written 10 the Diſſolution kane, bes contains | 
| an deen, CA gag EIN Ate. 55 
5 THI laſt Seflion ended with the cloſe of the 


"47 Evidence and. ſummary thereof on the 3d Article. 1 oP 
ſhall now, in order to render as complete as poſſible 
what I formerly wrote on this ſubject, give a clear 
and conciſe ſtatement of che remaining part of 
_-_ Article concerning preſents, and that the reader may 
at one view ſee the full extent of the : 
mall ſobjoin a liſt of the 
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Theſe were originally diſtinguiſhed by Mr. Burke . 
by the appellation of awvozwed preſents, as thoſe of 
which I treated laſt year were by that of concealed 
preſents. | Io chis lift was ſubjoined by the Mana- 
gers in the proſecution. of this part of the Charge 
an allegation borrowed from the 12th Article of 
Charge which ſtates the offer of another preſent of 
ten 5 n were not received on N Haſ- | 
1 ſhall var 1 PR firſt jo e 5 | 
| in| Rajah Chyte Sing; it was offered to Mr. Haſ- 
tings through his Agent Sadanund, the declared in- 
tention of which was to atone for the neglect the 
- Rajah had been guilty of i in not paying the five lacks 
demanded of him by our Government, in aid of 
carrying on the war the two preceding years. This 
demand on one ſide, and neglect of payment on 
the other, were the cauſe of the Rajah's expulſion 
from his Zemindary, as was fully ſhown when TI. 
treated of the 1ſt Article. When the offer of the 
"two lacks was firſt made, Mr. Haſtings refuſed it, : 
but in a. ſhort time after he ſent for Sadanund and 
— to accept it. Mr. Larkins the Accountant 
_ General was privy to the tranſaction, and received 
the money. By his letter to the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors, it appears that Mr. Haſtmgs at 
; time of receiving the money, detlared his in- 
tention to apply the ſame to the uſe of the Comp pan 
in removing Mr. Francis's objeftion to the want 1 
a fund for defraying the expences of Col. Camac's 
* Detackivent. It is DON neceflary to be obſerved 
+ S460 E ET. 8 fu * | 5 f ut 


23 


fy 


LY ö ; Y : 15 7 A 1 8 75 
. oF EET {25466 3 2 * FTE ASE 1 * PP” if (had wy, $4 5 E ot $ - * 1 3 + 
1 7p nhl YEW 9 tn = vv 4:4 —— tag 
P . nenn 


1 


0 12 
. 


— 


8 - MR. navriNGs's TNPEACHMENT.” 
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Aut Col. Camacꝰs Detachment Was intended to cauſe 


a diverſion of the Mharatta forces from the Weſt 


. fide of India, and to enable General Goddard to 
| carry on his plan of operations with more effect in 
the vicinity of Gazeret. Mr. Francis objeted to 

the ſending of a Detachment under the comm 


ref. 
Col. Camac on account of the increaſe of experice, 
and Mr. Haſtings i in order to cheat him into conſent, 
_ propoſed paying the extra charges out of his own 
_ purſe, at the ſame time intending to apply che 


abovementioned two lacks to that purpoſe. * 


chere were any ching wrong in che attempt to impoſe 


upon Mr. Francis, (which by the bye did not ſuc- 


ceed) it was owing to that ſtrong oppoſition which 
the latter almoſt always made to the meaſures pro- 
© poſed by the Governor General. Mr. Haſtings, 
however, did not conceal the receipt of the preſe 
from the Court of Directors, but in his firſt letter 
on chat ſubje& he was not explicit enough to ſa- 
_ risfy their curioſity. They demanded a further ex- 
Planmtion, which was given to them by Mr. 2 
and Mr. Larkins the Accountant General. 
This Article concerning preſents, as the Mana- 


gers have now brought it forward, divides "itſelf b 


into many branches, and includes alſo the letting of 
lands, for they ſay that Kelloran and Cullian Sing, 


two Rajahs of the Province of Behar, made preſents _ 
to the amount of four lacks of Rupees, on conſide- 
ation of the leaſes which were granted them. They. 

i . this point with great ingenuity, for either the 


ee Were 9 5 0 CR. or 2 were Es if {PN were 
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1 Is un deep, why thes, they tell us, that the. Company's 
* 3 5 imonſt ans facrificed for a Bribe to the Governor Gene- 
: and if they wore nut bet too cheap, why then the 
| king of the four lacks of Rupees was an aft of extor- 
wd ne be diflreſſed Rajabs, This at firſt fight ap- 
en to he concluſive; reaſoning, but ene, of 
dnn nel deſtroyed, then we conſider that it is the 
IT deem practice of xenters-in that country to ag 
B Fatene pren the granting or renewing of leaſes, 
EE: is highly probable that fans of e ny 
| amount would have gone into ſome other channel 
PE” bad the Jands-been let by or 10 any va 
Ka packs, axenter in India ould pay a groſs um 
Ons eee much rather than 
wagen chat of rent. An ineteaſe of rent ſorms a pre · 
+;  Cpdemt.and tends to open the eyes of Goyernment 
date the value of the lands, a ſpecies of knowledge 
ae enter mut om motivesof ſelf-intereſt 
=. 5 ih to keep from the proprietors of the foil. It is 
aniedd chat tuo lacks of Rupees were received. 
1 „ Rapper alſo that as ſoon as the money was re+ | 
40 | 3 | ceived, it as carried to the public account and aſi- 
car entered under che proper head. There is no 
3 and for ſuſpeRing that Mr, Haſtings imended to | 
_ wales fps ed ian could. be eſtabliſhed o: 


— 


— 
* * 


ba _— x 
: 1 RE : 3 
x 

FR 
1 
„ 
* 


N 


OY 4 . 


. 
* 
— 


uf 
* 
® 


as 


a- 


minzay in it, for whether, the act of taking were 
3 ne ey e more than n 
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% 


— 


+ 


_ The 


LE 28, 


8 


2 
* 
2 


| amounted nominal to fourl | 
+ realized, It was paſd under the detto minton of 
|  Peſheoſh or fine upon the inveſtiture'of the T 
97 497 after the wa of eee Great exertio 
„ 


pore, but the dates eb 0 this att 
that made the prefert, 
the lands; were very different: 
© Vas made one year before the al- 
ioti of the Revenue. 
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RG 
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eee under ſome head 
or other. Mr. Haſtings, eee 4 to tlie 
ere ne to be made out 


„ 


you 


rigs intended, to have” 
Was, that no 
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75 ol the preſent be. received | from -Chyre | Sing, 5 
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| agree withthe Accountwhich Mr. Haſtings bad given 
thereof in his defence to the Houſe. of Commons; 
for he chere ſays, that he endorſed the ſaid Bonds and 


leſt them with Mr. Larkins to deliver up in caſe 


2 accident happened to himſelf, much about the 


time of his going on a viſit to che upper Province in 
6 1781. But when a reference was lately made to the 


Bonds themſelves, it appeared that bey were not en. 
. Gorled till the 2gth of May, 17822. 

The uſe which the Managers made of this. mil. 
- was to excite. a ſuſpicion that Mr. Haſtings 
never would have given up the Bonds at all, had he 
not received intelligence of an inquiry into India af-. 
fairs 3 eee 
Houſe T 

1 cannot find, . et any: 198 


* 


3 


- 


ro it appear even probable chat Mr. - 


_ Haſtings had received any ſuch information. 


There was one circumſtance: which proved —— . 


unfoftunate to him in this A 1 
bad, in November 1780, written Re an 


and he had alſo. adviſed the Directors in 4 letter 


dated the 2oth of January, 1782, of his having re- 


- ceived 10 lacks of Rupees from the Nabob of Oude, 
. he with the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Larkins made out an Atcount' of all the pre- 
bean he had received up to that period. The Ac 
count was incloſed in a letter written by Mr. L- 
Eins on the 22d of May, 1782, aud intended to 
n pen, ee 5 the, n Packet, . then 
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tion of failing for Europe. 1% „ 5 4 


e ee eb the next * 


0 an Account had hed Id of che in- 


be quiry phy the Houſe of Commons: as aboyemens. - $ 3 - 5 


oned. To prevent any imputation or ſüilpieiem e 
da discovery having been made in ene of 
chat intelligence, the Jetter was opened, and an afl. 1 
- davir was made by Mr. Larkins, ſetting forth that _—_— 


. the Account was made out and the letter which i „ 3 


' cloſed it written on the 22d of May, and that it MR 1 
remained ſealed till the 16th of December, and ben 
opened for the expreſs. p e of being accampa- - „ 

|  nied'by the affdavit. There was no way of erimm | 

b n in-chis tranſaction without invol- „ i 7 165 4 

HE vingMr. Larkins in the g il of perjury ; and there 
MM were refleftions caſt upon that gentleman in the El. 
ort of the Select Committee, which 3 
very ſeverely. Mr. | 


£ 


” ; however, has this.conſolation, that no uncan- -- 
E ik infinuation can injure his honour in the opinion 5 1 
| bim. All who knew him in In... 
on or reputation, will agree that he _ _ 
© was one E; 898 laſt men in Ben al to be ſelected : = 1 1 
a 78 theipurpoſes of perjury. e 8 1 ; — | 
II s ſomemhat remarkable; chat Mr. Larkins i i, 


F almoſt. the only. man in the Tervice : of whom. all __ 
4 | approbution. "Lord Corvallis has ſand gf bn all © © | 
nan. nature; he deſcribes him 
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take, but cannot commit a 
I mentioned above that Mr. 


* 


1 


Oude, .whi 


claim on the Company for the contingent 
he made out has ever; been qu 
emies, except Mr. Burke. 
The only objection was to the mode he adopted 
pee of his on demand. It muſt how 
ever be ase ub = 3 8 finances 


3 px — 


=. $04 ziveiskrion OF run svrhrer r 
Mo Ol ſums of money for the public ſervice without their ir 


EY  participaionor "conſent. Such was his ſending to 
3 js 5 8 Booſla three lacks of Rupees, by way 


ok purchaſing ah eee paſſage wh our _— 
„ through Catac to the Coaſt. 

T̃ be very money which he 964 in a (eben 

5 | from Dinagepore and Nuddeah, was employed for 

LL  . this purpoſe: It was at that time very uncertain 


5 


1 8 tain, that had Chimnagee Booſla been induced either 
e by reſentment or diſtreſs to plunder the lower pro- 
„ 5 vinces, and to harraſs Col. Pearce's army on their 
5 way to Madraſs, the conſequences would have been 
5 5 felt very ſeverely by all the Company s Settlements 
in India, and particularly by Madras, which might 
1 5 | bave been loſt to the Engliſh for eve. 3 . 
oVß᷑ ran: confeſs that the ſeveral accounts given by 
1 avs Haig and Mr Latkins of the time of taking 


ni: 3 do not agree with each other 1 
well as might be reaſonably expected. By a para- 
3 graph in one of Mr. Larkins's letters, it ſeetns that 
MI. Haſtings had no written memorandums what- 
0 15 Nen e beſt account that Mr. Larkins could 
sie, ve, was collected from Perſian and Bengally pa- 
pers; rrandlared. by Menſheys and Sircarz. As Mr. 
" Battings never. conſidered the money as his own, 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſion made on his mind was that 
of has able to render ſervice to his country by 

-whic z fortune ROI: a at and 


Y whether Mr. Haſtings could have perſuaded his col 
1 leagues to ſuch a meaſure or not. But it is very cer 
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Sich ! it was not in the power of kis colleagues to Wie Y 
tbwart or to oppoſe. It is highly probable that r "I 
dhe tine of immediate danger tb the ſtate, he eũ1“ũ“ 1 
bed his countrymen would hold that meritorious, A 
e now'to his great diſappointment and mortii - "2 
cation he finds they hold criminal. The hole 1 
ſtream of his attention was in the years 1 80 and - 
1597, turned to the preſervation of the -country + 4 
— .over which he preſi ded. It is not therefore to be 4 
wondered at, if in the diverſity of objects chat chen 1 
* occupied his mind, many of the trivial cireu . 1 
reſpecting the receipt of a few lacks of Roots have i 
 eſcaped'his recolleQion.. To this and this only we Ee {ON 


© muſt impute the want of accuracy in the accounts 1 
he has given of theſe tranſactions. nne * e 
muſt ſay, that if ever Mr. Haſtings intended to 
. convert the preſents he received from che natives to F TR. 
dais own uſe, the means he made uſe of to:conceal = 
5 4 the receipt of them, were the moſh. injudicious that | 2... 
55 . could poſſibly be deviſed.¶ Add to this, all the Evi. 


_ dence. which the Managers ever brought or could 
bring an che ſubject was furniſhed by himſelf No- 
© e e en chat he did ne eee 5 
"Giſcover, + SANE 4 * 1 „ bo | 255 3 1 
1 16 aan at his, own er 8 1 8 1 


ſent home by Mr. Larkins with the permiſſion of 5 WE. 
Lord Cornwallis. Every application was his own. — 


POS 


: ally furniſhes Evidence againſt himſelf. The account 1 
. | which Mr, Haſtings gave of the preſents he receired. 
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boaoch in bis letter from Cheltenham and in his De. 
Eo _ fence before the Houſe of Commons, was 
5 mcg, and. is gecolle&tions not being very 
e bee ce ta riainly blended t together fats which 
Sach was his leaving the Bands | 


2 : 8 Vin Mr. Larkins in 2781 to deliver up in caſe of | 
is death and his endorſing them the following year, 


Boch facts he recollected, but not 


10 * 


the time hen 3 


e ach rigid advantage would be taken of every litle 
lip be might happen to make, he would doubtleſs | 
| haye taken the ſame cz 
does, who will give you no.account till he has cons 


| ſulted his books. Few men who are giving: Evi- 
dience in a Court of Juſtice will ever take upon chen: £ 
do make ſtatements of accounts from memory, — IT 
3 9 > ee eee ee pore 
2422æiet all. If this rule were to obtain in Mr. Haſtingss | 


5 1 caſe, the Managers would be under ih deset, 
1 believing, that whether the act was legally right = 


„Nasr 'S— IMPEACHMENT | | ay 


3 his on power and authority, and of 
| guſhing his own: avarice and ambition. , _ 

"To effect this, they read letters of Mr. ine 
10 the Court of Directors, in which the then mode 
b ng the revenues was commended, and a 
propoſal made for rendering it perpetual by Act of 
_ By the doing of this, they made it ap · 
Dear chat Mr. Haſtings bad been rather too much in 
_ @ hurry ag judgement upon a meaſure not 
fully tried and examined. But ſurely there can be 
nothing criminal in à man's changing his opinion 
aſter conviction founded on experience. Who is 
| there in this world that has, not frequently changed 
his opinion upon one and the ſame ſubjectꝰ I might 
here ſay, that the accuſers of Mr. Haſtings are he 
laſt men in the world who ſhould i impute eee 
ak fluctuation of opinion. It is probable, 
whenever Mr. Haſtings ſhall have it in his power 0 
explain the motives of his conduct on this buſir 
he may ſay, that in 1775 he felt the advantage i - 
| Provincial Councils; for whilſt the Members of the 
Supreme Council were quarrelling upon every topie 
der che before them the buſineſs of the Revenus 
went on without interruption; becauſe it was con · 
ducłe by other men; had it been tranſacted in de 
en br the Governor "General end Comelt the 
Confaſion occaſioned by their diſſentions would have 
- os courſe or at Jeaſt have embarraſſed the | 
order of Collection. He may ſay alſo, that" in 

1773, he propoſed the very plan for collecting the 
Re eques which he e that | 
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he vis oyer-ruled by his colleagues at tlie fir pe- 
riod, and that in the interval between the two, he 
gave a preference to Provincial Councils, for the 
reaſons above mentioned. But when the death of 
Gen. Clavering and Col. Monſon had diminiſhed the 
evils of oppoſition and diſſention, he then ſaw the | 
" inconveniences of Provincial Councils in a ſtronger 
Ubi than be had done whilſt they were — 
1 evils of greater magnitude. In other and fewer 
words he may ſay, of two evils, I chuſe the leaſt. 
The rock upon which Mr. Haſtings's judgement is 
ſplit lies here. In recommending to the Miniſtry 
to perpetuate Provincial Councils, he gave way to 
his feelings, and ſuppoſed that the chen oppoßtion 
1 and diſagreement in the Supreme Council would 
nt for ever, without conſidering chat all evils ec⸗- 
= nee . ner Fon RO and the 
beck the diſeaſe: 13 „ 4 i e 
Much. . laid 4 by Mr, Fox's upon PR ma 
5 eee of Goonga Goyind Sing. This man'z 
character has been variouſly repreſented. Mr. | 
© Burke: calls him u bold atrocious villain, at, the ſound 
N whoſe name all India (grows pale. This muſt have 
| hen mae mae beautiful figure: in ſpeech, and not 
38 a literal truth, for certain it is, that not a hun- 


| s 85 _ © -eredth/ part ae bee pf Jodie: everktan 


| of his name. Mr. Moore and Mr. Y — 4 
a bad character alſo. Mr. Anderſon ſpoke fa- 

. . of him, and Mir. Shore thought as well f 
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Sing for an appointment of great truſt and_impor- 
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he himſelf had ſelected the Son of Goonga Beni 


tatce, It does not appear that any charge has ever 


been fubſtantiated againſt Goonga Govind Sing, 


and though! he is no longer in a public office or em- 


ploy, he relides in perfe& ſecurity | in Calcutta. 
here was an attempt made to criminate him ſoon 


after Mr. Haſtings left the chair, bur it failed. 
Mr. Fox ſeemed to think it criminal in Mr. Haſ- 
tings to employ a man againſt whom an accuſation 


had been brought though not ſubſtantiated. Mir. 


Fox ſurely would not have held this doctrine, had 
be reflected upon the conſequence of admitting it 


in all caſes, neither has it been the practice in any | 


ſtate to diſqualify a man for public employ upon no 
better ground chan that he has been accuſed. Lord 
Danby was impeached in the reign of Charles II. 
diſcharged without a trial in the reign of bis Suc- 


deſfor, was appointed to high offices by King . 


William, who created im a Duke, after which 


: be was again impeache and again employed. 
Lords Fa „ Pordand,. Orford, and Halifax, 
were impeached by the Commons in the reign of 


Mary and William, and held the higheſt offices in 


che ſtate under Queen Anne... The laſt Parliament 


but one paſſed ſevere votes againſt the Marquis of | 


Buckingham and Mr. Pitt, and yet they are again 


employed, and I believe few people think the worſe 


of them for any thing contained i in thoſe votes of | 


cenſure, Sir Robert [Walpole was expelled the 
f Houſe of Commons for notorious corruption, and 


8 0 Was 


0 i 
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was afterwards far twenty years the leading Minister 


of this kingdom. The Duke of Marlborough and 
Lord Townſhend were accuſed and condemned by 
the Houſe of Commons, and yet they both enjoyed 


high o offices under George I. 


An accuſation 7 ſomewhat kmilar to that Frought 


; againſt . Goonga Govind Sing, was by che City of 


London urged againſt the late Lord Holland. 


Fox was himſelf turned out of office in rather an 95 
rupt manner, as he himſelf deſcribed i it, and if the 


reaſon I have heard affigned for his being ſo turned 
out be truę, it would operate as forcibly againſt his 
being re- inſtated, as any accuſation could againſt 


Goonga Govind Sing. It were needleſs to ſay. any 
- more upon this point of Criminality, and. I haye.ng | 
doubt but Mr. Fox upon. re-confideration ould for 
his own fake abandon i _—_— | 


Another method taken by the Managers to ſhow 
that Mr. Haſtings muſt *k acted corruptly was, 
the ſtatement of the Revenue Accounts for ſome 


years previous to, and ſome years ſubſequent | to the | 
_ abolition of Provincial Councils. But this kind of 
proof ſeems to make very little in their favour. 


The amount of the ſums: received | into the treaſury | 


was liable to variation both before and after the 


| Change of ſyſtem ; but it apptars from the account 
given in Evidence that the product of the three laſt 


25 years next after the alteration exceeded that of the | 


three immediately preceding by about thirteen lacks | 


3 of Rupees. This circumſtance, together with the 
| continuation of the new le eek HS Corn- 


e wallis, | 


— 


SN 


bk 
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wallhs, is a full refutation of all that can be mid 


againſt the abolition of Revenue Councils on the 
ſcore of profit and loſs. The fo Bag certainly | 
have not been ſufferers by the alteration. _ 
Another mode attempted to fix criminality on 
Mr. Haſtings, was to ſhow, that the farmers and 


renters were injured by it, and that the unpoveriſh- . 


ing of the inhabitants muſt in the end be injurious 
to the intereſt of the Company. This effect has 
certainly not been produced in che courſe of eight 
years which have ſucceeded that arrangement, if we 
are to credit the Accounts ſent home by Lord Corn-, 
wallis as detailed. to us by Mr. Dundas in his India 
Budget. There is certainly much apparent contra- 


diction in the votes of the Houſe of Commans:on, - | 


this article. With reſpect to Mr. Haſtings, they: 
voted that his adminiſtration of the Revenue and 
the ſyſtem he adopted had ruined the country, but 
with reſpect to Mr. Dundas's Budget, they voted. 
- the lame country to be in a flouriſhing ſtate, holding 
out t6 the public the proſpect of an increaſing Re- 
venue, and a large annual ſurplus. How theſe two 


votes can be reconciled, I know not. This much 
1 can, however, take upon. me to ſay, that the Pro- 
vinces of Bengal were in the time of Mr. Haſtings's «>, 
Goyerament as well treated, and the inhabitants 
' ſeemed. to live as happy as could pofſbly be expect - 

ed, when ic i is conſidered. that India is governed, 
not with an eye to the proſperity of itſelf, but with 


> el 10'the advantage of its Conqueraty 4 
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+ The firſt conſideration has ever been, . ever 
will. be in all conquered countries, to raiſe ſuch 
Revenues as will ſuffice to keep the conquered in a 
ſtate of ſubjugation, and to temit an annua} balance 
5 to the ſoperior ſtate. „ 
How widely different is che ſtate Aces Britaln, 
a kingdom which partly by trade and partly by con- 
_ queſt has drawn to irſelf immeaſe wealth On, =, 
and diſtant nations. 
In the years 1778 and 1779, 1 was dec 
| © ſurvey in the hills near Ragemahl. I croffed the 
country in many directions, and had various oppor- 
tunities of converſing with the natives, and of ob- 
ſerving the manner in which they lived. Having 
no European with me I was, for the ſake of fociety, 
neceſſarily driven to affociate a good deal with the 
natives.. At almoſt every village I came to, I had 
. - an opportunity of converſing with its chief Magiſ- 
5 who uſually came to ſolicit a guard to prevent 
che camp followers from committing depredations. 
Ido not remember in the whole courſe of my furvey 
having heard more than one or two people complain 
of the Englith Government. In general, the vit- 
* Aages ſeemed to be populous, and the lands round 
1 them to be well cultivated. The time Which I 
ſpeak of was previous to the year in which the Reve- 
nue Councils were aboliſhed, but I never did hear 5 
=_ - | from any perſon who had travelled through the dif. | 
1 1 = _ ferent provinces, that they were in a ſtate lefs flou-! ; 
_ c riſhing lier oe how a of I than et were 
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5 Wen no Governor ever ſtudied the prof perity 


the country over which he preſided more than 


Mr. Haſtings did whilſt he was Governor of Bengal. 


If the original plan were not his, he certainly adopt 
ed and carried into effect the ſcheme for civilizing, 
the Mountainers who inhabit a vaſt tract of hills near 
the city of Ragemahl. Theſe inhabitants of the 
woods uſed to come down in bodies, and commit 
vaſt depredations upon the people who dwelt in the 
| plains below them, and it is owing to Mr. Haſtings, | 
that theſe evils exiſt no longer. Before I left India, 
in 1785,-I ſaw the ſame people, who, whilſt I was, 

on a ſurvey about fix years before, were almoſt as 
wild and full as miſchievous as the beaſts in the. fo- 
reſt, perfectly civilized and employed i in preventing 
the robberies they uſed to commit. Theſe are not 
che acts of a Governor who i is regardleſs of the wel · 
fare of thoſe whom he governs. It will therefore 
require a much ſtronger proof than any which has 
ever yet been adduced by the accuſers of Mr. Haſ- 
tings, to make me believe that he ever would have 
2 the natives to be oppreſſed, much leſs o 

encourage or abet the oppreſſor s. 

1 have now gone through the ſeveral charges 

1 A Mr. Haſtings, as far as, the. Managers. have 
brought them into Evidence. It is true, there are 
many Articles more which probably would have 
been entered into, had not the diſſolution of Par · 
llament put a ſtop to the proceedings. Whether 
the diſſolution of Parliament has put a total ſtop to 
* further * without . 5 de e, 
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is a queſtion that has been much agitated, and ſeems 


| very difficult of deciſion. The Lawyers them- 


ſelves, who certainly ou ght to be the beſt qualified to 
ſpeak on ſuch a ſuhject, ſeem as much divided in 


their opinions as other men. This incertitude muſt 


be owing to the want of ſteady precedents to guide 


their judgement, or perhaps to the want of leiſure | 


to conſult them. 
This diverſity of opinion a the event . 


ths Impeachment induced me to look into thoſe fer 


books which I had the means of peruſing on this 
ſubjeRt. The caſe which occurred to me as meſt 


in point to the preſent buſineſs, was that of the Earl 
of Danby. His Lordſhip was. impeached by the ; 


Commons on the 23d of Dec. 1678 of High Trea- 
ſon. , A debate aroſe whether he ſhould be com- 


' mitted, it being the opinion of ſome Lords that, 
though the Commons had called his offence reaſon; | 


it did not amount to a crime of ſuch magnitude. 


© The majority was againſt the commitment. It was 
apprehended that the Commons would complain of 5 


this as a denial of juſtice, and the conſequence was 


a diſſolution of Parliament. A new Parliament was 


called, and the Impeachment was reſumed as ſoon 
as a diſpute between the King and Commons con- 
cerning the Election of a Speaker was ſettled. It 


naturally became a queſtion with the Lords, whes, | 


ther the Impeachment ſhould be confidered as alive. 

or extinct. On the 19th of March 1678-9, the, 
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„ The Lords this day raking into conſideration 
te the Report made from the Lords Committees for 
- Privileges that in purſuance of the Order in the 
JA 7th inſtant to them directed, for conſideringwhe: 
« ther petitions of appeal which were preſented to 
8 this Houſe in the laft Parliament, be ſtill in force 
7 to-be proceeded upon, and far conſidering of the 
0 * ſtate, of Impeachments brought up from the 
7 7 5 of Commons the laſt Parliament and of all 
6 incidents relating thereto, upon which the Lords 
. Committees. were of opinion, that in all caſes. of 
e appeals. and writs of error, they continue and are 
* to be proceeded upon in fatu quo as they. ſtood 
| © at the diffolution of the laſt Parliament without 
e beginning de novo, and that the diſſolution of 
4 the laſt Parliament doth not alter the ſtate of the 
. Impeachments brought vp by the. Conimons * 
4 that Parliament. 
5 © About the 25th of. March the Lords 33 1 
: the Commons. that they had ſent to apprehend Lord 
' Danby, but chat be had withdrawn. . A diſabling 
bill. paſſed the Houſe: of Lords, and about the 
ſame time the Commons hearing that the King had 
granted a pardon to Lord Danby, declared the ſame . 
do be illegal. They next reſolved to bring in a bill 
of attainder againſt his Lordſhip, which was with 
Jane” alterations or x amendment agreed, to, by the 
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dom of. our anceſtors Have: contrived: many checks, 5 
| but i it is uſeleſs to corſtrive a check for an event that 
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=” danger of following i it, is greater than may be reaſon« 
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He catried his point at that time ſo far a5 to get the 
_ charge Yoted to contain impeachable mat. 
ter. From that day it is very natural to ſuppoſe 
: = Mr. Haſtings muſt have ſuffered great uneaſi- 

neſs in his mind. The next year, viz. 1787, all the . 
Articles were voted and carried up to the Lords, In 
but the Seſſion was too far gone to begin a trial 

Wich promiſed ſo much perplexity and delay. 
Whatever he might have felt the preceding year, 
he muſt have felt ſtill more in the interval between ; 


che final vote of the Impeachment and the com- = 
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. into, and the judge in ſumming up the Evi- - 
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1 under an accuſation by ſo powerful a body as the 
n e muſt be in a ſtate of extreme ſo- 
RE g - heitude ; "and however firm a reliance he may place 
. on che juſtice of his judges, eee eee 
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doubt, follows the dictates of his conſcience, but 5 
| tom cheir different votes upon many Rate trials, 
ts s evident their conſciences dictated a very diffe-. 
„ . rent language. I mention this more particulatiy ta 
mo what ſtate of mind every. perſon muſt be in, 
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„ as from. the duty Which | 
| ee all che Commons of G Britain, in whole 5 
nate as well as their oun, N. aj 25 
85 zroſecutions by | 

. | : | = Lords are bound to perſevere in their lm c hs 1 "2: 
5 nor General of Bengal, until judgeme ay „ 
upon important artieles in the ſam e _ 


| 5 There is ſometking extremely repugnant W 5 
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=; _—_— ia the firſt Reſolution; for it avtho» =» 0 


5 ſays e eee ws ths deretics © — 
> r s, yet we ſtill ay the v0 
© foner! is guilty of all we have alledged againſt : 
bim; that is, we will proclam him to be « bas | e 
man tc all the world, But we will not give ourſelves © 
15 the trouble to eee eats ee eee N 
| their time in \ Weſtminſter-Hall,. Ry oo 1 
a 5 for wy man beau Ph _ "i 
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which I owe to che Repr es of the Cor 
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nis character in any manner tlie theta 4 it out 
of the power of the defamed perſon to defend or re- 
trieve it, would be one of the moſt i iniquitous acts, 
next to murder, that human nature is capabl 
It is ſaid in our law books, that a King can do no 
wrong; but I do not recolle& having heard or read, 
chat either Houſe of Parliament is equally infallible 


and ſecure from errors. To accuſe, and not ſub- 


ſtantiate the Charge, has been oſten thought actio- 
nable by the Courts of Juſtice: actions have been 
brought, and large damages have been given, for 
indictments raſhly preſented. But to accuſe, and 
not even to attempt the ſubſtantiation of the n, 
cs always, and very juſtly, been held actionable 


by all lawyers of all ages. But the Houſe of Com- 


- mons, armed with innumerable and undefined. pri- 
_ vileges, are not accountable to the courts of juſtice 


they are reſponſible to none bur their conſtituents, 


i and that reſponibility goes no farther than to the 


teject OL Weiner ee . 
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ng fits: but I ſhould have felt ſome reluctance 


i te ing a character to everlaſting infamy and 
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Poſter ity; when they ſhall referxo the Journals oh 
"the Houſe: of Commons for precedents, will pro- 

: bably be ſtruck with an idea, thar the Maney: - . 
were afraid to come to iſſue upon many of the ar- 
ticles, as the Reſolution ſeems to inſinuate that ſome; 
of them were not very conducive to the n 
ſpeedy and effectual Juſtice, againſt the accuſed. ' 

The next Reſolution is to me almoſt e 
gible; but the ſenſe in Which I underſtand. it is, 
that the Commons cannot forſake the proſecution 
_ - without ſubjecting chemſelves to the reproach: of . 
- world: for bringing a charge which they could not 
make good; and that as they had committed th of N 
8  ereflit of the people at. Jarge, by making uſe of 
cheir names in the Impeachment, it was there- 
| lere duty incumbent on the Houſe: to get Mr. 
— Haſtings convicted by ſome means or other. By: 
this it ſeems that the perſeverance in the proſecu:- 
tion is more for the purpoſe of ſaving chemſelves 
than for condemning him. I may have miſtaken i 
the' ſenſe} and it may mean ſomething very diffe- 5 
rent; but this Fam ſure of, that the cauſe or-reaſon- - 
no held forth to the world for proſecuting Mr. 
Faſtings, is very different from hat it uſed to be. 
Formerly the object was to retrieve che national 
ander whict bad been gtievoully injured by we 
5 happy x natives of. Indoftan ; but now that. the. FO 
tives in their petitions ſay that they never were op- 


preſſedʒ now, that after the total. anibila ation 
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Wide duty ey S e 
by condemiting Mr. Haſtings, © again 
24s not know this te be the meunin ing of the Reſob 
wies, but ie ib that which it upon my 
85 _—_— at firſt reading,” as ie neu dogs after much 1 
5 Sufderation of its te import. Suppoſing my 5 
1 | #756 ce te M6 Burk ihe iii of 


» 
"4 * 
CI LY * 
A - 
# 
— j * * 
* - 
s 4 
—; 4 
pt _ 
- 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
* 
« 
; 4 
{> * * * 


— 


r dein great pam e - 


6 4 32 \ 3 5 6s 
—_ picanon. Tv is , 1 
4 = A - 8 p a 
A 1 hich. nine ble ef the inhabitants r n 
i : b 
; Fs : | 
b 23 i 5 
" 5 JA ; ; 
„ = 
: 4 1 1 
WA. e 
. 5 £ 2 : 
11 ; a . 
+ 2 5 1 5 ; 
* 7 . 


Fog 
« 


# 


- : % 


JFF 


* . 5 — » — 044 1 GR GS. 


i N 1 14 . R 5 5 , . , ? 4 


STINGY's IMPEACHMENT, 253 


* — 
K 4 
* [4 
\ P 
14 . . 
1 1 
\ 0 - 
7 [i } 
* 
* * 
#7 * 4 * 
« . 
8 L * 
1 
1' 
4 
+ _- 
4 
* a «24 
% 
4 — 
. 4 
% - 
v - 
* 
Fi 
8 * 
— 
4 
1 « * 
** * 
of 
5 
N ; 
« Vx 
- 
0 
: * 7 
. 5 . 2 
* 13 
/ * ff 
* ” 
I - * pit 
5 
w 
& 
* 
Pl * 1 5 
* 
x 
, © 
- 
» 
» 
= ; 
- 
. 
3 
1 
* L ? 
4 
=, 
18 
— 8 * 
co * 
* 8 
. . 
** £ 8 
# + g 
— 
1 wt 
7 
< 
. 


Love: chat we were -firicere in Sa thre intentions 


8 ; „ F Ke . : ; 3 7 
2s _” : 4 5 — . aaa th + | If 
Wo - - . . . . Es . 85 - A e IS 


4 — * — — — — . 
. 21 3 en 7 © 
3 "2 bs * 1 a 3 > Ne 1 


E 1 


*S * 1 


234 ELVCIDATION/'OF THE sushzer or 5 
„ e ee eee honorable maſters con- 


COn- 


int once ft that if ir were umjült s 
5 | Fheœbidas to ſeize che city, it was nb leſs ſo in 
| tem to- keep it. This behaviour of The of 


. © 


oO - 
* 
" 
Z .5 
4 
5 42 


0 
4 
'S 


— es General Med ders: ihe words of 


1 his lenter-are, ee dag c. end romp. 


— 


/ 


: e rake a temporary 3 56 e as well as I 
che militafy affairs of Fort St. George, in onder 


1 15 - e 155 


* * 
5 1 3 ; Sh | : 4 ee do 4 8 
* F : 4 K 1 £ + 
— ; » F 8 
bY on . 1 7 F, Kr 


5 * * N ” $324" 2 * 
- 
8 


, SY = at 5 1 2 — pe Ong Mae non au . i 8 
; * 18 ) 6 7:34 PSY . 9 * 34 . 93 . 4 2 
* 0 "n y 5 : „% 8 5 3 „„ ER SS 8 ? 
N * ; : of: . : * * 2 
s 5 | „ 


lt” Jo N * 1 25 it cls 
- 2 8 15 OE 8 © rm PI £ 88 


N 1 
4 ; 
— 
7 
! 
* ' 
= 72 


whe 


<< repetition of the diſgraces and calamities which, 
cc under Hearly ſimilar circumſtances, happened 


« * Tippoo' s father.” 

Here we Tee an | 
governing 4 diſtant country by rigid rules and or- 
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95 « to; endayroin by my own preſence to prevent a 
fo « .carly after the commencement of the laſt war with 


tion. In order to decide upon the merit or demerit 
of the breach of orders in a Governor and Com- : 


| mander in Chief, there 1 18 but one queſtion to be . 


aſked, namely, Was it abſolutely neceflary ? By this : 
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ig rule Mr Mr. Haſtings s. conduct ought to be tried: 


this I dare fay he will readily ſubmit; and if it = 
| found that any of thoſe actions, which were the ſub- 


ainf 77 45 —.— from ſelfiſh 1 views, 
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es already brought forward 


public fe vice, then he 


car that choſe actions were 
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1 oe intentions, and that they re- 


al proved the' bee of our territories in India, 
| then he deſerves, not only an honorable. acquittal, 
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